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W
hile writing this I am reminded of my thought last year that, “COVID-19 would 
be a distant memory this time next year”, how wrong was I? Unfortunately, 
COVID-19 has dominated our way of being over the past twelve months and 
will continue to challenge the way we interact and plan for the year to come. 

That said, I must congratulate everyone on the way in which we have dealt with 
adversity and shown the resilience that is required to allow us to transition to a better 
time.  

Despite the existence of COVID-19 and the lack of team competitions, we have 
continued to make the most of what time and resources we have. When you look at 
the extent of the number of events that our students have participated in, it shows the 
strength of character that our students, teachers and parents/guardians have shown. 
This is something to be very proud of as a school community and is evidenced in the 
sheer number of notifications being posted on our School App each week.  

Highlights such as retaining our Green Schools flag and being endorsed for our 
Travel flag, achieving our Amber flag for Promoting Positive Mental Health, the 
establishment of a Model United Nations team, involvement in interschool senior 
debating events, winning a coveted prize in the PExpo, a genuine display of talent 
from our Home Economics classes, the Christmas show, sports day (with a twist), the 
running of multiple competitions, sports challenges and numerical quizzes, the 
relentless work our TY Media and Communications budding journalists and of course 
the sporting highlight of the year when our staff beat the current 6th years in an end of 
year soccer match.  

All of the above happened while we continued to provide the best possible 
academic educational experience possible both in person and remotely.  

While it has been a tough year it is also important to recognise the developments 
that are being planned for Woodbrook.  

We continue to grow in numbers therefore our Board of Management approved 
several exciting initiatives that will positively impact our school community over the 
coming years. We announced that we will open our first of two ASD units in September 
2021 along with an increase enrolment from three to five first year classes from 
September 2022 onward. This will mean increasing our accommodation capacity so a 
design team has been appointed, by the Board, and are in the process of developing a 
design that will meet our needs.  

To ensure we have sufficient space, while waiting for the extension, additional 
accommodation is being provided by the Department of Education from September. 
This, while temporary, is in the form of a two-storey building that will be in place until 
the new build is completed, which is expected in approximately three years.  

We are also in the process of further development in our playing pitch space which 
will be announced soon.  

Finally, may I thank our staff for the dedication, commitment and flexibility shown 
during this difficult year and hope that the good memories they have shaped with our 
students remain for a long time to come. 

MR. HENRY HURLEY
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A MESSAGE FROM THE  

 
To all students, parents and guardians,
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W
ow!! Another year has just flown past and despite all 
of the restrictions around, I would like to 
congratulate all the hardworking staff and students, 
for all of their unwavering efforts throughout the 

year to make the very best of a bad situation. There have been 
huge strides made in all of our technological knowledge (even 
if I am being dragged through this on a wing and a prayer) on 
how to communicate remotely and hopefully not to be too 
distracted by children crying/dogs barking in the background, 
cats jumping up in front of cameras and tarantulas (yes, the big 
hairy spiders) attending our history class.  

I would like to wish the 6th years (the very last male only 
group of ‘Brendan’s Boys’) all the very best for their accredited 
grades/Leaving Certificate exams and wherever they go to 
keep in touch and let us know how they are getting on. You 
might even call in to say hello in the future. 

Again, there have been some very notable and well-earned 
achievements with our third Green Flag – well done to the 
Green Schools Committee and Ms. Doyle. Also, the school was 
awarded the Amber Flag for the work done this year for 
promoting positive mental health in our school by the Smile 
Club and Ms. Troy and Ms. Cluskey. Well done to all 
concerned.  

The PE expo was another area of great success again this 
year, so well done to Mya Davey and Niamh Carry McLeavey 
on their great victory. The Student Council has again been 
another area of creativity and focused on how to help change 
areas of the school that matter most to students, so well done 
to all concerned.  

Although interactive team sports have been severely 
restricted until recently there has been a Sports Day with a 
difference this year so well done to all who got involved and 
to the PE department and their team of helpers who ensured 
it all went off without a hitch. Also, hard luck to the 6th years 
on losing to the teachers...! 

Exciting times lay ahead, and we will begin to see some of 
the planned expansion in September with the arrival of stage 
1 of the ASD unit of the future development of the school. 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome the new 
members of staff and wish them a successful time in 
Woodbrook. I would also like to thank those members of staff 
from last year for all their diligence and hard work.  

Finally, well done and thanks to all the parents/guardians 
whose support we rely on to ensure that together we achieve 
the best educational experiences for your children.    

PAUL MURPHY 

A WORD FROM THE  
DEPUTY

PRINCIPAL

T
he 5th of October 2020, marked a sad day for Woodbrook College 
with the loss of a friend and colleague. But who was Br. Tallon? Br. 
Eddie Tallon taught in several secondary schools around the country 
before settling in St. Brendan’s in 1985. He served as the last Christian 

Brother Principal, retiring in 1990. But even after his retirement, Br. Tallon 
continued with his dual passion of education and nature. 

Caring for the grounds of St. Brendan’s, that he loved so much for many 
years after his retirement, he regularly asked for updated curriculum 
textbooks on Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics so that he could “brush 
up” on these subjects. So, it is with great pride that the Board of 
Management of Woodbrook College, formerly St. Brendan’s have 
commissioned the “Tallon Memorial Cup” awarded to the student with the 
best Leaving Certificate result for the year. It is fitting that his name be 
associated with the achieving of excellence in education and the dedication 
that this takes for the individual involved. 

The inaugural recipient of this cup is Patryk Ostapczuk who has gone on 
to study Engineering in Trinity College. Patryk is seen receiving the cup and 
a small token from the Board’s Chair, Pat Keating. 

We wish Patryk every success in his future endeavours as we do for all 
our past pupils of the 2019-20 Leaving Certificate class.

BROTHER TALLON’S MEMORY LIVES ON 
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“F
irstly I want to say that is an 
honour to be asked to write 
about my time here in St. 

Brendan's/ Woodbrook College. I came 
in to help out and answer the phones 
temporarily  on the 17th May 2001 
under the Principal Tim Kelleher. From 
here I've worked for several Principals 
including Tony Bellew, John Taylor and 
more recently Henry Hurley.   

As you can probably figure out, I love 
working in the school. It's a pleasure to 
see the students coming into first year 
as young teenagers and leaving as 
young adults. You get to know them 
during their five or six years of school 
and it is lovely to see their faces first 
thing in the morning. 

I've been asked what is the main 
difference between St. Brendan's and 
Woodbrook is. St. Brendan's was a very 
old building which was very cold in the 
winter and the scurry to get extra 
heaters was an achievement as they 
were in huge demand by everyone. It 
could actually be warmer outside than 
inside.  

Moving to Woodbrook College was a 
wonderful time as we now had a brand 

Interview with Nieves 
on her 20th anniversary in  
St. Brendan’s/Woodbrook College 
Anyone who enters Woodbrook College is usually greeted by 
one of the hard workers in the office. Nieves has been the 
smiling face behind St. Brendan’s/Woodbrook College for 20 
years now. Our TY students interviewed her and here is what 
she had to say...

new school with all the facilities that the 
students and staff deserved. To get the 
new school there was a huge amount 
of work put in by the Principals. The first 
girls also started in Woodbrook and we 
will have the girls doing their Leaving 
Certificate in June 2022.  

I have many memories including the 
50th anniversary of the school and 

helping out with the musicals while in 
St. Brendan's. Graduations, sports days, 
prizegiving and debs were always fun.  

I never had a favourite teacher but 
we all had a soft spot for Pascal 
Brennan. I've been asked who is my 
favourite Principal? How can you ask 
me a question like that!!!! They were all 
wonderful people to work for.  

One of the most unusual excuses I 
have been given from pupils wanting to 
leave early was to ‘find my dog’ and 
girlfriends phoning for dental 
appointments. 

There is nothing I would change 
about working in the College. I work 
with wonderful colleagues and lovely 
students and parents. I want to say 
thank you all for putting up with me all 
these years and hopefully a few more.”



|  WOODBROOK COLLEGE YEARBOOK 20214

CLASS PHOTOS... 2nd 
YEARAVOCA

Chris Biju Nadackal Darragh King Keane Emma Louise Kenny Hannah Cruise Holly Davis

Ksenija Fedosejeva Leyla Kelleci Marcos Hidalgo Curley Megan Stone Niall Megna

Iliya Emami Isabel Law Jamal Horan Asela Jerry Murphy Jerryboy Connors Joshua Plunkett

Adam Abila Aisling Tapley Aleksander Machynia Ava Rose Byrne Caelum Callan Fagan Callum O'Sullivan O'Carroll

Reizylenne Joy Samsin Ruby Dodd Ruby Nolan Taylor Wall Tudor Puica Zichen Wang
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CLASS PHOTOS... 2nd 
YEARDODDER

Cameron Sinnott Conor Martin Cousins Damian Kosmulski Daryll Murray-Coyle Fabiola Vega

Lola Forsyth Maddy Farrell Malachy Blunden Nathan Douglas Rinat Galearschi

Jack Darcy Jack Warner Jake Leonard Jerry Wall Jessica Liddy Jessica Roche

Aaron Cleary Adam Kelly Ava Cummins Ben Kavanagh Brandon O’Toole Callum O’Connor

Sam Moynihan Sean McGovern Sean Popovici Sofia De Luca Tony Antochan Tristan Byrne
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CLASS PHOTOS... 2nd 
YEAR

Aaron Murphy Ali Waters Martin Aoibheann King Hammett Charley Walsh Desmond Traynor

Ellie Berry Brack Eriks Riblovs Eva Fox Gerry Connors Hannah Nahlik

VARTRY

Lily O’Keeffe Logan Coussay Luke Daly Rush Makayla Soden Rhys Potts

Sean McLoughlin Tadgh Cahill Tianna Keating Homan Vica Catan Wen Xiang Lin

James Buckley Jamie Perry Jamiu Kusimo Jayden Liam Farrell Josh Gray Lamart Ebbs
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CLASS PHOTOS... 3rd 
YEARAVOCA

Amber O’Sullivan O’Carroll Ben Fox Brodie-Ann Nolan Caithlín Farrell Callum McGrane

Calum Smith Kinsella Codie Sweeney Kearney Dean Douglas Dean Thomas Dominik Bessler

Dylan Bates Harigovind Vinodkumar Kayleigh Cronin Kelsey O’Callaghan

Kuba Piszcz Lee Heapes Liam Messitt Liam O’Keefe Maxim Condrea

Mia Hanney Ryan Walsh Stephen Maree Taine Vella Whelan Xavier Flynn

Joshua Cooper
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CLASS PHOTOS... 3rd 
YEARDODDER

Abbi Douglas Alexander Kliszcz Cara McDermot Hawking Casey Crinion Chloe Hilliard

Dylan Fitzpatrick Emma McAlinden Eve O’Brien Evelyn Conway Jamie Forsyth Louth

Lauren Devlin Lela Lacap Nathan Nagle Neo David Nzobe Nicholas Griffin

Reece Lawlor Driver Ryan Keane Masterson Ryan Tyrrell Yasmin Leonard Zi Han Yu

Jamie Seong John O’Brien Katie McCabe Kayden Clucas Doonan Kia Farrell Kian O’Connell
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Ayse Kelleci Cillian McCormack Cody Doyle Cole Bateson Darren Carroll David Nervez

CLASS PHOTOS... 3rd 
YEARVARTRY

Abhirami Santhoshkumar Abigail Byrne Abin Joby Adam O’Toole Adithya Santhoshkumar

Ella Redmond Ellen King Keane Emma O’Reilly Jason Stapleton Kevin Lotca

Robert Munro Ruby Lou Roche Ryan Joshy Francis Samuel Oni Saskia Cepillo

Lexie Cummins Michelle Dolores Molly Owens Niamh Tapley Nicholas Petrov Reece Gray



Cathal Mason Denis Geaney Dylan Hempenstall Gabrijel Ivankovic Jake McShane O'Toole
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CLASS PHOTOS...
TYDANNY

Anna Krupinska Aoife Kelly Aoife Mohan Brandon Healy Hennessy Calum Larkin

Nathan Kelly Oisin Forsyth Oscar Morris Oskar Kudzielko Piotr Kowalczuk

Robert Healy Tadgh Healy Vlad Condrea

Jamie Mooney Karol Hotek Kyle Leahy Lidia Cojocaru Matthew McCoy
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Ethan Larkin Harry Podpora Jack Parsons James O’Shaughnessy Jason White

Jordan Potts Jude Moynihan Kyle Plunkett Liviu Ungureanu Lucy O’Brien

CLASS PHOTOS...
TYKENICKIE

Aaron Murphy Andrew Murphy Andrew O’Toole Danni McGowan Eduards Oss

Michael Treacy Milly Swan Nathan O’Reilly Nathan O’Shea Saoirse Walsh

Sean Vickers Serena Zheng Sravan Saseendra TJ Nolan



|  WOODBROOK COLLEGE YEARBOOK 202112

Ben Currums Beni Corrigan Benson Lin Caolan O’Connor Cian Doyle

Finn O’Neill Jamie Brack Josh Belisario Kian Farrell Kyle Cox Moloney

CLASS PHOTOS...
TYSANDY

Abby Buckley Adam Cahill Alex Curran Alexander Farrell Aoife Dolan

Lauren Cheevers Layla Byrne Murray Liam Earls Lucas Razma Luke Cleary

Patrick Bongala Sam Casserly Shane Fabrero Stephen O’Brien
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CLASS PHOTOS... 5th 
YEAR

Abbie Fitzpatrick Ben Kinlan Bradley Warner Caeden Carroll Molloy Charlie O’Connor

Con Richardson Corey Carson Ella Dease Eoin Kelly Jakub Kliszcz

Jamie Kelly Leanne Kealy Maya Knapik Mark Buckley Matthew O’Neill

May Brady Niamh Carry McLeavey Sami O’Brien Sophie Kennedy Tony Yan

AVOCA

Congratulations to Leslin Vinod (6th Year) who 
represented Woodbrook College in the 2021 
Chemistry Olympiad. This international 
competition is for chemistry students in their 
final year of secondary school. It was held 
remotely this year due to the current Level 5 
restrictions. 

Well done Leslin! 

Chemistry 
Olympiad
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CLASS PHOTOS... 5th 
YEAR

Aaron Healy Alannah Dunphy Finn Cian Kelly Ciara McLoughlin Ennis Cillian Hall

Daniel Corrigan Daragh Moriarty Dylan Kavanagh Ella Butler Davis Fiona Marie Nervez

Hana Swan Jack Barsoum James McGrane Ero Jordan Farrell Lorcan Pamukcu

Luca Pinchera Luke Lyons Petru Svet

Sadhbh Dempsey Sean Kelly

DODDER

Stephen Dichoso

Dublin Raiders BC is a competitive basketball club based in 
south Dublin for boys and girls of all ages. I, along with a 
couple of other students at Woodbrook College, signed up for 
the club a few years ago and immediately formed a strong 
bond with my coaches and fellow teammates. After finishing 
the 2019-2020 season, I was nominated for the U17s Player of 
the Year Award by the members of the team. Myself and the 
squad are looking forward to getting back to training indoors 
again soon to prepare for the upcoming season. Well done Eoin 
on your huge achievement!

EOIN BANDE – 
DUBLIN RAIDERS BC  
PLAYER OF THE YEAR
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CLASS PHOTOS... 5th 
YEAR

Adam Kosmulski Adriana Demenco Charley Robinson Cian Mundow Larkin Cian O’Donnell

Dean Knowles Ella Maree Evan O’Donnell Gabriel Turcanu Jakub Kirkowski

Joshua Kelly Katie Howlett Liviu Cojocari Martin Plotnikovas Maya Kate Davy

Scott Healy Stephen Mooney Tadgh MacManus Donoghue Toni Marie Ceno Yusuf Hammad

VARTRY
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CLASS PHOTOS... LCA

Abbie Waters Abigail Twomey-Finn Adam Cleary Calvin O’Callaghan Carl Cezar Locab

Ellen Kane Jake Kane Jocelynn Flynn Kacey Heapes Kyra Nolan

Megan Byrne Sean Grassick Sophie Byrne Teegan McConville

LCA

SUBJECT ACADEMIC 
ARTS VISUAL Keacy Heapes 
COMMUNICATIVE IRISH Kacey Heapes 
GRAPHICS & CONSTRUCTION STUDIES Adam Cleary 
ENGLISH AND COMMUNICATION Adam Cleary 
INTRODUCTION TO INFORMATIN AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY Keacy Heapes 
LEISURE AND RECREATION INCLUDING PHYSICAL EDUCATION Adam Cleary 
MATHEMATICAL APPLICATIONS Adam Cleary 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATION AND CUSTOMER CARE Kacey Heapes 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION Adam Cleary 
SCIENCE Carl Iacob 
SOCIAL EDUCATION Abbie Watters 
STUDENT OF THE YEAR Adam Cleary 

LCA1 AWARDS
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SIXTH YEAR PROFILES�
ADAM 
SEONG

Nickname(s): Rongo. 
Hobbies: Speaking German. 
What will I be remembered for: 
From becoming nobody to a complete party 
monster. 
My catchphrase: 
“Das ist nicht so gut.” 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time: Pilot. 
What will you miss most about Woodbrook: 
German class.

ALEKSANDER 
SZATKOWSKI

Nickname(s): Dolski Polski, Alex. 
Hobbies: Gaming, music. 
Fondest memory: TY trip to Coláiste Acla. 
My catchphrase: “Angry Polish noises”. 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  
Game developer. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: Don’t skip TY, enjoy it to the 
fullest.

AMEESH 
BAINSRAJ

Nickname(s): Meesko.  
Hobbies: Reading books, listening to music. 
What will I be remembered for: 
That Indian guy with a moustache. 
My catchphrase: “Big man!” 
Most embarrassing moment: When I walked 
into the wrong classroom and sat down. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: Futures don’t make 
themselves, you have to create them.

CONOR 
MURPHY

Nickname(s): Murph. 

Hobbies: Football and Gaelic. 

What will I be remembered for: 

Being good at Gaelic. 

My catchphrase: “I’m not that short”. 

Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  

Physio. 

Fondest memory: Achill trip in TY.

DANNY 
BURNS

Hobbies: Surfing and rugby. 
What will I be remembered for: 
The old man galavanting into the school in 
5th year. 
My catchphrase: “Sorry...do you mind if I 
nip out to the jacks?” 
Fondest memory: Geography with 
Mr Messitt was an absolutely pleasure. 
What will you miss about Woodbrook:  
My teachers and classmates.

DARRAGH 
FEGAN

Nickname(s): Fego. 
Hobbies: Eating. 
My catchphrase: “Lar.” 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  
Best electrician in Ireland. 
Most embarrassing moment:  
Falling down the yellow stairs. 
What will you miss about Woodbrook: 
All the memories.

DJ  
DROHAN

Nickname(s): Private, Ralph Wiggam. 
Hobbies: Playing video games, dismantling 
electronics, music, reading up on computers. 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  
Working in a software firm. 
My catchphrase: “Shakes uncontrollably.” 
Fondest memory: Seeing everyone after 
lockdown and 1st year History. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: Keep your head down and 
do your best.

ERIC 
O’GORMAN

Hobbies: Football. 
My catchphrase: “We’ll pay you double,” 
“Hey Vince.” 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  
I can’t tell the future. 
Greatest achievement: Staying in higher 
level Maths until 5th year. 
Fondest memory: Barcelona - when there 
was a mass towel attack. 
What will you miss about Woodbrook:  
Football in PE.

EVAN 
SKELLY

Nickname(s): Ev, Skelly 
My catchphrase: “But miss/sir...” 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  
Hopefully somewhere in law. 
Greatest achievement: Award in Trinity 
writing competition. 
Fondest memory: Barcelona with the lads 
and TY in general. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: Do transition year. There is 
something for everyone in the school.



SIXTH YEAR PROFILES�

MITCH 
JOHNSON

Hobbies: Reading, gaming, DnD. 
What will I be remembered for: 
Spending my breaks on the computers in 
Room 15. 
What will you miss about Woodbrook:  
Having time to have a break after hours of 
working. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: It’s going to feel worse before 
it feels better but it can be easier with help 
and will feel incredible when you’re done.

NATHAN 
QUINN

Hobbies: Cycling. 

My catchphrase:  

“Can I go to the toilet?” 

What will you miss about Woodbrook:  

The canteen sandwiches. 

If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 

would you say: Don’t annoy the teachers.

NICHOLAS FLYNN 
FITZGERALD

Hobbies: Nick, Nico, Fat Ronaldo. 
My catchphrase: “Yeeeeeeee” of course. 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  
Hopefully in America. 
Greatest achievement: Winning that one 
Maths award in 3rd year. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: Study for the Leaving Cert., 
it’s worth it in the end.

JOSHUA 
CANTWELL

Nickname(s): FLIPZ. 

Hobbies: Gaming, football. 

What will I be remembered for: 

Being small. 

My catchphrase: “No.” 

What will you miss about Woodbrook:  

The people in my year.

JUAN CARLOS 
LABUNI

Hobbies: Drawing, collecting tarantulas. 
What will I be remembered for: 
Bringing tarantulas to school, drawing. 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  
Wresting for New Japan pro wrestling and 
animating part-time. 
Greatest achievement: Getting over 10 
million views on YouTube and still got no 
money for it. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: Chin up and enjoy your time.

LUKE 
O’BRIEN

Nickname(s): Lob. 
Hobbies: Football, gym. 
My catchphrase: “Tie your knots and the 
fish will catch themselves.” 

Most embarrassing moment:  

Losing a pair of schools in Achill. 

What will you miss about Woodbrook:  

Football in PE.

NIKITA 
SOSNARS

Nickname(s): Big Bad Slav No. 1, Slav. 
Hobbies: Videogames, hurling. 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  
Engineer for a race team. 
Fondest memory: Making more friends in 
the first 4 days than in 4 years of my old 
school. 
What will you miss about Woodbrook:  
The friendly teachers and students in my 
year.

NUNO  
URSU

Nickname(s): Nemo 
My catchphrase: “Miiiiss!!! WHAT’S THE 
TOPIC?” 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  
Having my own business in Portugal. 
Greatest achievement: Having an art merit 
3 years in a row. 
Most embarrassing moment:  
My first day of school. 
What will you miss about Woodbrook:  
The lads and some teachers.

PAUL  
PAUS

Nickname(s): Polipos, Pol. 
What will I be remembered for: 
Being short, being cringe. 
My catchphrase: “Oh my days.” 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time: IT worker, 
abroad. 
Fondest memory: Entering 5th year with Jack 
Jin from 3rd year and playing ball aftershool. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: 5-6 years of school will go 
by in the blink of an yee, enjoy it.
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SIXTH YEAR PROFILES�
RYAN 

McCORMACK

Nickname(s): Macker. 

Hobbies: Fishing. 

Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  

I don’t know. 

What will you miss most about Woodbrook: 

Going home at the end of the day.

XIULIANG 
YAN

Nickname(s): Julian. 
Hobbies: Sports, reading, travelling. 
My catchphrase: “What?!” 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time: In China. 
Fondest memory: My first day. 
What will you miss about Woodbrook: 
The teachers. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: Study hard.

ALAN 
PIEGZA

Nickname(s): King Alan, Big Al, AP.. 
Hobbies: Boxing. 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  
Rich in LA. 
Greatest achievement: Junior Basketball 
Player of the Year. 
Most embarrassing moment: My old trim. 
Fondest memory: Achill. 
What will you miss about Woodbrook: 
The people.

DANBEN 
TINGSON

Nickname(s): Dabenzie, Benzie. 
Hobbies: Music, basketball, airsoft, tech 
engineering, gaming, magic, skating, 
mountain parkour, coding, technology, 
drawing. 
What will you miss about Woodbrook: English 
teacher’s comedy and teaching message. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: Always have one goal and 
reach it, then set another. 

DANIEL 
MUNRO

Hobbies: Gaming, F1 and Music. 

My catchphrase: “You’re grand.” 

Fondest memory: Barcelona with the boys. 

What will you miss about Woodbrook:  

TY, the best year ever. 

If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 

would you say: Don’t skip TY, really don’t.

DANIEL 
SOCO

Nickname(s): Danny, Soco. 
Hobbies: Videogames, listening to music, 
binge-watching series.. 
Greatest achievement: Winning Spirt of the  
Year in TV. 
Fondest memory: Surfing in Achill Island. 
What will you miss about Woodbrook: 
The atmosphere. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: Don’t skip TY and stop 
procrastinating!

DARAGH 
O’CONNOR

Nickname(s): DOC. 
What will I be remembered for: 
Looking like Al from Toy Story 2. 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  
Working at Sky Sports with Roy Keane. 
Fondest memory: Achill in TY. 
What will you miss about Woodbrook: 
Being with the lads. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: Enjoy school while you can.

DENIS 
TURCANU

Nickname(s): DenBob. 
Hobbies: Working out. 
My catchphrase: “What a day to be alive.” 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  
Travelling the world. 
Greatest achievement: Being part of Mr 
Meyler’s U19’s football team. 
What will you miss about Woodbrook:  
Classmates and teachers. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: Don’t stress it. 

EDUARD 
COJOCARU

Nickname(s): Edy, Ed. 
My catchphrase: “You are either 
remembered for what you did or what you 
didn’t do...you decide.” 
Greatest achievement: Becoming an 
entrepreneur. 
Fondest memory: Barcelona in TY. 
What will you miss about Woodbrook: 
Friends and teachers. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: Stay focused on the present 
and don’t worry about past or future.
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SIXTH YEAR PROFILES�

JACK 
KEENAN

Hobbies: Photography. 

Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  
Construction or photography. 

Fondest memory:  

TY Barcelona trip. 

If you had to leave advice for pupils,  
what would you say:  
Don’t distance yourself from your classmates.

JAMIE 
PRICE

Hobbies: Fortnite, cooking, reading. 

My catchphrase: “I’m so great.” 

Greatest achievement:  

Getting my braces off. 

Most embarrassing moment:  

Getting my credit card stuck in my mouth. 

Fondest memory: Achill Islands.

LESLIN  
VINOD

Hobbies: Football. 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  
Flying an airplace. 
Greatest achievement: 3rd in Fun Run. 
Most embarrassing moment:  
Walking around in a pair of heels. 
Fondest memory: Achill trip. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: Do TY.

ENDA 
DOUGLAS

Nickname(s): FLIPZ. 

Hobbies: Gaming, football. 

What will I be remembered for: 

Being small. 

My catchphrase: “No.” 

What will you miss about Woodbrook:  

The people in my year.

EOIN 
BANDE

Hobbies: Basketball and football. 
Greatest achievement: Winning the Bray 
Drugs Awareness Poster competition. 
Most embarrassing moment:  
Blowing a 20 point lead in the last few 
minutes of a school basketball game against 
the worst team in the world. 
Fondest memory: The whole TY experience. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: Don’t skip TY.

JACK 
JIN

Nickname(s): JJ, Jinner. 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  
Probably travelling. 
Greatest achievement: Getting a girlfriend. 
What will you miss about Woodbrook:  
The friends I made. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: Stay organised, get enough 
sleep, do your work, skip TY.

PAUL 
MEGNA

Hobbies: Procrastinating. 
Most embarrassing moment:  
Presenting the YSI project. 
Fondest memory: Achill trip in TY. 
What will you miss about Woodbrook:  
The humour. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: Pick easy Leaving Cert 
subjects.

PAULIUS 
RUTKAUSKAS

Hobbies: Football, gym, watching paint dry. 
What will I be remembered for: 
Being the best midfielder in the school’s 
history or winning the egg and spoon race in 
first year. 
My catchphrase: “If yuo can’t do something, 
get good.” 
Fondest memory: Achill in TY. 
What will you miss about Woodbrook:  
All of the trophies that we won.

PETER 
DUFFY

Hobbies: Every sport except basketball. 
What will I be remembered for: 
Being the best goalkeeper in every PE class. 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time: Working in 
Formula 1. 
Greatest achievement: Finishing in the top-
10 in the Fun Run in 3rd year. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: Look at courses and jobs 
early, don’t be in 6th year not knowing what’s 
ahead of you.
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ANDY 
WALL

OISIN 
GRASSICK

DAVID 
POWER

DYLAN 
MASON

SIXTH YEAR PROFILES�
REI DANIEL 

YAP

Nickname(s): Rei. 
Hobbies: Computer games and boxing. 
Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  
Driving a Ferrari. 
Fondest memory: TY. 
What will you miss most about Woodbrook: 
Free gym. 
If you had to leave advice for pupils, what 
would you say: Pick your subjects wisely for 
Leaving Cert.

SEAN WOGAN 
DONNELLY

Nickname(s): Wogie Bear. 

My catchphrase: “B.O.B.” 

Where I will be in 10 years’ time:  

By the pool with a 6+ figure financial status. 

Greatest achievement:  

Making it to the end of 6th year. 

Fondest memory: Achill Island.

TADHG 
TWOMEY FINN

Nickname(s): Tig. 

What will I be remembered for: 

Big man thingz. 

My catchphrase: “Hardly.” 

Greatest achievement: Getting a maths 

award in 5th year. 

Fondest memory: Achill trip.

THOMAS 
MURPHY

Nickname(s): Haemoglobin, Captain 
America, Momo. 
Hobbies: Football, tennis. 
What will I be remembered for: Either being a 
dad in my 4th year or my beautiful green eyes. 
Greatest achievement: Learning to drive a 
forklift and being vice-president of Student 
Council. 
Most embarrassing moment:  
Getting blonde highlights. 
Fondest memory: Achill in TY. 

CONOR 
NOGHAYIN

ADAM  
BUSHE

What will I be remembered for:  

Living on a mountain and playing county. 

Greatest achievement:  

Playing county for Wicklow. 

Fondest memory: TY Achill Trip. 

What will you miss most about Woodbrook: 

The craic with the lads.
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6TH YEAR
 Congratulations to our 

Graduates of 2021.  
While it was a difficult year to 

navigate, we are so thankful that 
we were able to have a small 
celebration for you all. Between 
online learning over the two-
year course, constant changes 
along the way and for the first 
time ever, choosing to sit exams 
or not, you have all endured a 
lot over the past two years.  

We celebrate all the fun times 
that you experienced over the 
past 5 or 6-years in the school. 
We are sad to see you all go 
and wish you all the luck and 
adventure in the future.  

Here’s to our last group of       
St. Brendan’s pupils and the       
last boys only year group in 
Woodbrook College! 

Rialacha don shaol, dar le Donal Walsh  
Ná déan macnamh air, cad mura dtiocfaidh amárach go deo,  

Is féidir leat dul I ngleic leis an Domhan, ná lig d’aon rud seasamh ós do chómhair,  
Déan cibé rud atá de dhíth, cuir tú féin I bhfeidhm,  

Ní theastaíonn ó éinne a bheith ina n-aonar, ní theastaíonn ó éinne é a dhéanamh 
ina n-aonar  

Is bronntanas é gach lá, ná tóg faoi dheara é,  
Ná fág aon chloch gan chasadh, fág d’fhaitíos taobh thiar díot,  

Déan comhbhrón le do naimhde,  
Cuir glao ar na cairde sin nach bhfeiceann tú riamh, is fearr déanach ná choíche,  

Ní lá éigin, ach inniú,  
Aon rud gur fhiú duais ann, is fiú troid dó,  

Ná géilleadh go deo,  
Bíodh saol agat amhail is go bhfuil dhá shaol agat. 
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6TH YEAR 
contd...

A Creed To Live By 

NANCYE SIMS  
 
Don't undermine your worth 
by comparing yourself with 
others.  
 
It is because we are different 
that each of us are special. 
Don't set your goals by what 
other people deem important. 
Only do what is best for you.  
 
Don't take for granted the 
things closest to your heart. 
Cling to them as you would 
your life, for without them life 
is meaningless.  
 
Don't let life slip through your 
fingers by living in the past or 
in the future. By living one day 
at a time you live all days of 
your life.  
 
Don't give up when you still 
have something to give. 
Nothing is really over until the 
moment you stop trying.  
 
Don't be afraid to admit that 
you are less than perfect. It is 
the fragile thread that binds 
us to each other.  
 
Don't be afraid to encounter 
risks. It is by taking chances 
that we learn how to be 
brave.  
 
Don't shut love out of your life 
by saying it is impossible. The 
fastest way to lose love is to 
hold to it tightly, and the best 
way to keep love is to give it 
wings.  
 
Don't dismiss your dreams.  
To be without dreams is to be 
without hope, to be without 
hope is to be without 
purpose.  
 
Don't run through life so fast 
that you forget not only where 
you have been, but also 
where you are going. Life is 
not a race, but a journey to be 
savoured each step of the 
way. 
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6TH YEAR

Awards

6TH YEAR AWARDS
SUBJECT ACADEMIC MERIT 
ART Denis Turcanu Sean Wogan Donnelly 
BIOLOGY Eoin Bande Leslin Vinod 

Jack Jin Thomas Murphy 
BUSINESS Peter Duffy Jack Jin 
CHEMISTRY Leslin Vinod Eoin Bande 
ECONOMICS Eoin Bande Peter Duffy 
ENGLISH Eric O’Gorman Daniel Munro 

Leslin Vinod Danny Burns 
Xiuliang Yan Dylan Mason 

FRENCH Daniel Soco Leslin Vinod 
GEOGRAPHY Conor Murphy Nikita Sosnars 

Daniel Soco Adam Seong 
GERMAN Paulius Rutkauskas J Drohan  
HISTORY Evan Skelly Danny Burns 
IRISH Aleksander Szatkowski Nikita Sosnars 

Leslin Vinod Paulius Rutkauskas 

SUBJECT ACADEMIC MERIT 
LCPE Luke O’Brien Enda Douglas 
LCVP Paulius Rutkauskas Nathan Quinn 
CONSTR.  STUDIES Paulius Rutkauskas Conor Murphy 
MATHS Thomas Murphy Kyle O’Neill 

Luke O’Brien Daniel Munro 
Leslin Vinod Paulius Rutkauskas 

PHYSICS Paulius Rutkauskas Nikita Sosnars 
RELIGIOUS EDUC. Nikita Sosnars Paul Paus 

Daniel Munro Daragh O’Connor 
DCG Leslin Vinod Paulius Rutkauskas 
PHYSICAL ED. Peter Duffy Eoin Bande 

Conor Murphy Nikita Sosnars 
 
STUDENT OF THE YEAR Leslin Vinod 
SPIRIT OF THE YEAR Thomas Murphy 
SPORTSPERSON  OF THE YEAR Enda Douglas 
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FIRST YEAR PROFILES�
BENJAMIN BESSLER

Hobbies: D’N’D, video games, tennis. 
Person I admire: My brother Dominick. 
Favourite subject(s): Maths. 
Best memory from 1st year: All of D’N’D. 
Favourite Book: D’N’D monster manual. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: All D’N’D. 
Pets: Dog, had a hamster. 
Morning person/night owl? Night owl.

ELIJAH DALY

Hobbies: Walking my dogs. 
Favourite subject(s): Art and History. 
What I’d like to be when older: Fireman. 
Best memory from 1st year: Scoring a goal 
in football training. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: How to play badminton. 
Pets: 3 dogs, a parrot, a pigeon, a rabbit. 
Like about Woodbrook: The teachers.

EOIN CASSIDY

Hobbies: Playing football. 
Favourite subject(s): PE, Woodwork, 
Graphics. 
Favourite Book: The Outsiders. 
Favourite film/TV: Simpsons. 
Best memory from 1st year: Making new 
friends. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: How to make a cube on a PC. 
Like about Woodbrook: How colourful it is 
outside.

JAMIE CONDRON

Hobbies: Football. 
Favourite subject(s): PE. 
What I’d like to be when older:   
Footballer. 
Favourite Book: The BFG. 
Favourite film/TV: Avengers Endgame. 
Best memory from 1st year: Online 
school. 
Favourite place in the world: Orlando. 
Like about Woodbrook: The people in it.

KYLA BROWNE

Hobbies: Art and Graphics. 
Person I admire: My older brother. 
What I’d like to be when older: Graphic 
designer. 
Favourite film/TV: Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
Best memory from 1st year: Measuring sound 
in science class. 
Favourite Book: Skullduggery Pleasant. 
Interesting fact about you: I love to edit 
videos. 
Like about Woodbrook: Artroom & Cafeteria.

LEAH KELLY

Hobbies: History. 
What I’d like to be when older: Teacher/model 
Favourite film/TV: Vampire Diaries. 
Best memory from 1st year: Making new 
friends. 
Favourite Book: Vampire Diaries. 
Most interesting thing you learned this year: 
Not everyone will like you for who you are. 
Pets: 2 dogs. 
Favourite place in the world: New York. 
Like about Woodbrook: Everything.

LIAM MASON

Hobbies: Video games. 
What I’d like to be when older: Animator. 
Favourite film/TV:  
The Office and The Mandalorian. 
Favourite place in the world: California. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: About the planets. 
Pets: 3. 
Morning person/night owl? Both. 
Like about Woodbrook: The teachers. W
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LILY MAY O’BRIEN

Hobbies: Dancing, swimming, art, music. 
Person I admire: Emma Watson. 
Favourite subject: Spanish and Woodtech. 
What I’d like to be when older: Actress or 
fashion designer. 
Favourite film/TV: Guardians of the Galaxy,      
The Queen’s Gambit. 
Best memory from 1st year: When I finished 
my boat in Woodwork. 
Interesting fact about you: I perform on stage. 
Like about Woodbrook: Everyone is so kind.

JAYDEN BUCKLEY

Hobbies: Boxing. 
Person I admire: My brother. 
Favourite subject(s): Religion, PE, Irish. 
What I’d like to be when older: 
Professional boxer. 
Favourite film/TV: Straight Outta Compton. 
Interesting fact about you: Hair colour 
changes in the summer to bright blonde. 
Pets: 3 dogs. 
Morning person/night owl? I’m not a 
morning person at all.

JESSE SMITH

Hobbies: Gaming, video editing/coding. 
Favourite subject(s): Graphics, history, maths. 
What I’d like to be when older: Professional 
boxer. 
Favourite film/TV: Ready Player One. 
Best memory from 1st year: Doing stuff to 
help school e.g. video editing. 
Interesting fact about you: I’m from South 
Africa, Afrikaans is my first language. 
Like about Woodbrook: It’s modern and 
organised.

JOAO PEDRO CARPINTEIRA DE SOUZA

Hobbies: Acting, singing. 
Person I admire: Chris Hemsworth. 
What I’d like to be when older: Actor. 
Best memory from 1st year: New friends. 
Favourite Book: Harry Potter. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: Cooking. 
Interesting fact about you: I’m Brazilian. 
Favourite place in the world: Norway/Maldives. 
Like about Woodbrook: The teachers.

KAYLEIGH ARANAS

Hobbies: Video games, drawing. 
Person I admire: My parents. 
What I’d like to be when older: Animator or 
firefighter. 
Favourite film/TV: The Owl House, She-Ra TPOP. 
Best memory from 1st year: Baking cakes. 
Favourite Book: Jamie Litter 
Interesting fact about you: Salted peanuts is 
my favourite snack. 
Like about Woodbrook: How big & clean it is.



WOODBROOK COLLEGE YEARBOOK 2021  |  27

FIRST YEAR PROFILES�
MARK DOROG

Hobbies: Online games, trying new food. 
Favourite subject(s): Maths, science, wood 
tech, home economics. 
What I’d like to be when older: 
A restaurant owner. 
Favourite Book: The Outsiders. 
Favourite film/TV: Klaus. 
Best memory from 1st year: Potassium 
experiment - Potassium explodes in water. 
Like about Woodbrook: The amount of 
options we have in what we can learn.

OISIN BYRNE

Hobbies: Reptiles. 
Favourite subject(s): Art. 
What I’d like to be when older: 
I want to open a reptile shop. 
Favourite Book: Blue Exorcist. 
Favourite film/TV: Naruto. 
Best memory from 1st year:  
Meeting friends. 
Interesting fact about you: I’m really good 
with reptiles. 
Like about Woodbrook: It’s a great school.

RIAN DEASE

Hobbies: Baton twirling and acro. 
Person I admire: My mam. 
Favourite subject(s): Spanish and PE. 
Best memory from 1st year:  
Making new friends. 
Favourite Book: Diary of a Wimpy Kid. 
Interesting fact about you: My favourite 
colour is yellow. 
Pets: My dod Teddie. 
Favourite place in the world: Spain. 
Like about Woodbrook: It is big.

SAM COOPER

Hobbies: Sports. 
Person I admire: Muhammad Ali. 
What I’d like to be when older: Comedian. 
Best memory from 1st year: First day.  
Favourite film/TV: Practical Media. 
Favourite Book: Dog Man. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: Sound waves. 
Pets: My dod Teddie. 
Favourite place in the world: Niagra Falls. 
Like about Woodbrook: Nice teachers/peope.

ALINA DEMCENCO

Hobbies: Baking. 
Favourite subject(s):  
Science, Home Econics, Spanish. 
What I’d like to be when older:  
A doctor or real estate agent. 
Favourite film/TV: Mamma Mia. 
Best memory from 1st year:  
Doing experiments in Science. 
Pets: 2 parrots - Sky and Milo. 
Favourite place in the world: Greece.

ARAN MAHER

Hobbies: Cycling. 
Favourite subject(s): History. 
Best memory from 1st year: Last day 
before Christmas. 
Pets: 1 dog. 
Favourite film/TV: Mamma Mia. 
Favourite place in the world: Fiji. 
Morning person/night owl? Night owl. 
Like about Woodbrook: Break and lunch.

AVA DE LUCA DWYER

Hobbies: Cooking/baking, going out with 
friends. 
Person I admire: My mam. 
What I’d like to be when older: Beautician. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: How to speak Spanish/how to cook. 
Favourite film/TV: Mamma Mia. 
Favourite place in the world: Italy. 
Morning person/night owl? Night owl. 
Like about Woodbrook: The teachers and 
students and how the classes are practical. W
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CIAN ROCHE

Person I admire: My mom. 

Favourite subject(s): Art and History. 

What I’d like to be when older: Actor. 

Favourite film/TV: Ratatouille. 

Best memory from 1st year:  

Having fun with friends. 

Favourite place in the world: Spain. 

Like about Woodbrook: It’s fun.

TAYDEN HEAPES

Hobbies: Swimming, badminton, cooking. 
Person I admire: My mom. 
Favourite subject(s): Home economics. 
What I’d like to be when older: Game designer. 
Favourite Book: Art of War. 
Favourite film/TV: Attack on Titan. 
Most interesting thing you learned this year: 
How to make a cake. 
Interesting fact about you: I’m the youngest 
of 3 and we all go to Woodbrook. 
Like about Woodbrook: Half days on Wednesday

THOMAS FITZPATRICK MULLEN

Person I admire: My dad. 
Favourite subject(s): PE. 
Favourite Book: Warhorse. 
Favourite film/TV: Braveheart. 
Interesting fact about you:  
I love hunting. 
Pets: 4 dogs and 5 parents. 
Like about Woodbrook:  
Very nice atmosphere. 
Morning person/night owl? Neither.

TRISTAN GAUGHAN HIND

Hobbies: Gaming and music. 
Person I admire: Brock Baker. 
Favourite subject(s): History and Science. 
What I’d like to be when older:  
A streamer or music artist. 
Favourite Book: Ninja’s Ultimate Guide to Gaming. 
Favourite film/TV: Adventure Time. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: How to use graphics equipment. 
Like about Woodbrook: Social part of it.

JOSH YUN TIE YANG

Hobbies: Playing piano. 
Person I admire: My mom and dad. 
Favourite subject(s): Math, science, 
history, Irish and PE. 
What I’d like to be when older: Billionaire. 
Favourite Book: Holes. 
Favourite film/TV: Avengers. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: Algebra and weathering. 
Like about Woodbrook: School building is really 
modern and teachers are really nice.
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FIRST YEAR PROFILES�
CIAN WHELAN

Hobbies: Football. 

Person I admire: Conor McGregor. 

What I’d like to be when older: Boxer. 

Favourite film/TV: Top Boy 

Pets: Yes. 

Favourite place in the world: Ballymun. 

Morning person/night owl? Night owl.

DAVID TRACZYK

Hobbies: Football. 
Person I admire: Ronaldo. 
Favourite subject(s): PE 
What I’d like to be when older:  
Footballer. 
Interesting fact about you: I’m tall. 
Pets: 1 cat. 
Favourite place in the world: My home. 
Morning person/night owl? Night owl.

DYLAN FARRELL

Hobbies: Football, playing outside. 
Person I admire: My whole family. 
Favourite subject(s): Home Ec, Woodwork. 
What I’d like to be when older:  
Carpenter. 
Best memory from 1st year:  
Watching all the plays at Christmas. 
Favourite place in the world: Spain. 
Like about Woodbrook: That it’s a nice 
and big school.

DYLAN LAWLESS

Hobbies: Football and running. 
Person I admire: Lionel Messi. 
Favourite subject(s): Woodwork and TG. 
What I’d like to be when older:   
Footballer or an architect. 
Favourite Book: The Outsiders. 
Favourite film/TV: Avengers Endgame. 
Morning person/night owl? Night owl. 
Like about Woodbrook: I like how easy it 
is to make friends.

JAKE McCOY

Hobbies: Soccer. 
Favourite subject(s): PE and Woodwork. 
What I’d like to be when older:  
Carpenter. 
Favourite film/TV: White House Down. 
Best memory from 1st year:  
Making my first woodwork project. 
Interesting fact about you: I like soccer. 
Like about Woodbrook:  
It has practical classes.

JAMIE McGRANE

Hobbies: Football and GAA. 
Favourite subject(s): PE and Woodwork. 
What I’d like to be when older:  
Carpenter. 
Favourite film/TV: White House Down. 
Best memory from 1st year:  
Making my first woodwork project. 
Interesting fact about you: I like soccer. 
Like about Woodbrook:  
It has practical classes.

JASON TAMAYO

Hobbies: Playing games, listening to music, 
violin, cooking. 
Person I admire: My family and friends. 
What I’d like to be when older:  
Engineer of Technology. 
Favourite film/TV: Wonder. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: Making food salty in Home Ec. 
Favourite place in the world: Phillippines. 
Like about Woodbrook: Supportive friends. W
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KAJUS ARLAUSKAS

Hobbies: Playing Rocket League, Basketball. 

Person I admire: Dwayne (The Rock) Johnson. 

Favourite subject: History. 

What I’d like to be when older: 

Mechanic/basketball player. 

Favourite Book: Diary of a Wimpy Kid. 

Pets: A dog. 

Like about Woodbrook: The people.

FIONN MAC MANUS DONOGHUE

Hobbies: Football. 

What I’d like to be when older:  

I want to have my own clothing company. 

Pets: A dog. 

Favourite place in the world:  

Ireland. 

Morning person/night owl?  

Night owl.

FREYA DEMPSEY

Favourite subject(s): Art, History and English. 
What I’d like to be when older: Actor or 
singer. 
Favourite film/TV: Avatar: The Last Airbender. 
Interesting fact about you: I write lots of 
songs and poetry and have been in musicals. 
Pets: 3 horses, 2 dogs and 1 cat. 
Favourite place in the world:  
My horse stable. 
Like about Woodbrook: The teacher support. 
But mostly Mr Black!!

HANNAH CORDNER

Hobbies: Playing videogames, drawing. 

Person I admire: My mom. 

Favourite subject(s): Art and Science. 

What I’d like to be when older:  

An animator or game designer. 

Favourite film/TV: Avengers. 

Favourite Book: The Hunger Games. 

Favourite place in the world: My room.

JACK ROCHE

Hobbies: Football. 

Favourite subject(s): Woodwork. 

What I’d like to be when older: Footballer. 

Favourite film/TV: Home Alone. 

Best memory from 1st year: PE. 

Favourite Book: Refugee. 

Like about Woodbrook: PE.
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FIRST YEAR PROFILES�
LEE MAHON

Hobbies: Football and Basketball. 
Person I admire: Kobe Bryant. 
Favourite subject(s): Home Ec and PE. 
Favourite film/TV: The Office. 
Interesting fact about you:  
I play football for Ballybrack. 
Favourite place in the world: My house. 
Like about Woodbrook:  
Most of my friends are here.

LEE MARTIN COUSINS

Hobbies: Football. 
Person I admire: Messi. 
Favourite subject(s): PE. 
What I’d like to be when older: 
Footballer or firefighter. 
Favourite film/TV: Brooklyn Nine-Nine. 
Interesting fact about you: I’m left-handed. 
Favourite place in the world: Lanzarote. 
Like about Woodbrook:  
All of my friends are here.

LUCY SWAN

Hobbies: Swimming and art. 
Person I admire: My parents. 
What I’d like to be when older: Doctor. 
Favourite film/TV: The Maze Runners 
Favourite Book: Jacqueline Wilson books. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: How to bake stuff. 
Interesting fact about you: I like art. 
Like about Woodbrook:  
The canteen and some subjects.

MARCELINA KULANIN

Hobbies: Talking. 
Person I admire: My mom. 
Favourite subject(s): Graphics, Spanish, 
History, Business and Science. 
What I’d like to be when older: I would like 
to be a business woman and a lawyer. 
Favourite film/TV: Money Heist. 
Favourite Book: The Missing Girl. 
Interesting fact about you: My sister’s name 
is “blueberry” in Polish. 
Like about Woodbrook: The students.

TRINITY CAHILL

Hobbies: Karate, drawing, sewing, animating 
and writing. 
Person I admire: My parents. 
What I’d like to be when older:  
Therapist or animator. 
Best memory from 1st year:  
Meeting new friends and gaining confidence. 
Favourite Book: A Series of Unfortunate Events. 
Interesting fact about you: I’ve been doing 
martial arts for 9 years.

VIOLA FORMARO

Person I admire: My cousin. 
Favourite subject(s): Science and Business. 
What I’d like to be when older:  
Doctor or interior designer. 
Favourite Book: Wonder. 
Favourite film/TV:  
La Casa del Papel (Money Heist). 
Best memory from 1st year:  
Experiments in Science. 
Favourite place in the world: Italy. 
Like about Woodbrook: Cafeteria, Science lab.

ABI MOHAN SHERIDAN

Hobbies: Playing on my phone. 
Person I admire: My mam. 
What I’d like to be when older: Hairdresser. 
Favourite Book: Wonder. 
Favourite film/TV: Ackley Bridge. 
Best memory from 1st year: First day at school. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: All about Woodwork. 
Morning person/night owl? Night owl. 
Like about Woodbrook: I like how there is 
room in the school and everyone isn’t squished. W
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ALEN HASANOVIC

Hobbies: Basketball, video games. 
Favourite subject(s): Woodwork, Home Ec. 
Favourite Book: Diary of a Wimpy Kid. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: Cooking. 
Interesting fact about you: I’m friendly. 
Pets: A dog. 
Favourite place in the world: Bosnia. 
Morning person/night owl? Night owl. 
Like about Woodbrook: The people.

OISIN BANDE

Hobbies: Football, basketball. 
Person I admire: My parents. 
Favourite subject(s): PE and Maths. 
Favourite film/TV: Coach Carter. 
Best memory from 1st year:  
Mask breaks/ going outside. 
Favourite Book: Diary of a Wimpy Kid. 
Interesting fact about you:  
I like basketball. 
Like about Woodbrook: The sports teams.

OLIVER BALUSZEK

Hobbies: Gaming. 

Favourite subject(s):  

History, Geography, Maths. 

Favourite film/TV: Family. 

Favourite place in the world:  

My bedroom. 

Morning person/night owl? Night owl. 

Like about Woodbrook: It’s small.

OWEN PIEGZA

Hobbies: Boxing, professional eater. 
Favourite subject(s): WT, Home Ec, PE. 
What I’d like to be when older:  
Footballer. 
Favourite film/TV: Top Boy. 
Best memory from 1st year: Football. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: Everything. 
Interesting fact about you: I like boxing.

RHYS O’NEILL FOGARTY

Hobbies: Writing and dancing. 
Person I admire: Billie Eilish, Lana del Ray, 
Ariana Grande. 
What I’d like to be when older: Dancer, 
singer or own a business. 
Favourite Book: The Northern Lights. 
Favourite film/TV: Euphoria (TV show). 
Interesting fact about you: I’m good at 
skating and I can wiggle my ears. 
Pets: Dog Lulu, 2 cats Binx and Pepper. 
Like about Woodbrook: Canteen and diversity.
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BOBBY MOORE

Favourite subject(s): Technical Graphics 
Favourite film/TV: Prison Break. 
Favourite Book: The Outsiders. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: History. 
Interesting fact about you: I’m not ginger. 
Pets: Cats. 
Favourite place in the world:  
Mon San Michele. 
Like about Woodbrook:  
Wednesday half days.

CHRIS BRIAN GREFALDEO

Hobbies: Drawing, writing, running, walking, 
volleyball. 
What I’d like to be when older: Software engineer. 
Favourite film/TV: Sword Art Online. 
Favourite Book: Swoart Art Line - Manga books 
Best memory from 1st year: Before 
Christmas. 
Interesting fact about you: I watch anime in 
my free time while playing Minecraft. 
Like about Woodbrook: Selection of 
clubs/subjects.

CIARA SMYTH-NOONAN

Hobbies: Singing and video editing. 
Person I admire: Gabriela Gonzales and 
Why Don’t We. 
What I’d like to be when older: Famous. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: How to cook. 
Pets: 2 dogs, Millie and Sammie. 
Favourite place in the world:  
Disneyland Paris. 
Like about Woodbrook: I get to see my 
friends.

DAVID TRIBOI

Hobbies: Reading Manga. 
Person I admire: My brother. 
Favourite subject(s): Woodwork. 
Favourite film/TV: IT 2. 
Favourite Book: The Origin, The Descent of 
the Demonic Master. 
Best memory from 1st year: Doing 
Woodwork. 
Interesting fact about you: I like dogs. 
Like about Woodbrook: The people you 
get to meet.

JAMES MURRAY

Hobbies: Football. 
Person I admire: Cristiano Ronaldo. 
Favourite subject(s): Woodwork, History, 
Geography, PE. 
What I’d like to be when older: Footballer. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: Christopher Columbas’ journey. 
Pets: 2 dogs. 
Favourite place in the world: Paris. 
Morning person/night owl? Morning person. 
Like about Woodbrook: The teachers.

JOSH COEN TROY

Hobbies: Playing PlayStation. 
Favourite subject(s): Woodwork and  
Tech Graphics. 
What I’d like to be when older: Carpenter. 
Favourite film/TV: Avengers Endgame. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: Woodwork. 
Favourite place in the world: Bray. 
Like about Woodbrook: The subjects.

KIAN CAHILL

Hobbies: Football. 
Person I admire: My grandad. 
Favourite subject(s): Woodwork. 
What I’d like to be when older: Footballer 
Best memory from 1st year: First day. 
Favourite Book: Holes. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: How to use the tools in Woodwork. 
Interesting fact about you: I like football. 
Favourite place in the world: Spain. 
Like about Woodbrook: Everything. W
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LUKE COX

Hobbies: Boxing. 
Person I admire: My brother. 
Favourite subject:  
Woodwork, History and English. 
Favourite Book: The Outsiders. 
Favourite film/TV: Rambo and Hardbucks. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: Christopher Columbus. 
Interesting fact about you: I like boxing. 
Like about Woodbrook:  
Some teachers are nice.

DEAN WARNER

Hobbies: Football. 
Favourite subject(s): History. 
What I’d like to be when older: Footballer. 
Best memory from 1st year: When I’m out in 
the yard with the lads. 
Interesting fact about you: I support 
Manchester Utd. 
Favourite place in the world: My bed. 
Pets: Dog Kira, she’s 1 and a bit old. 
Like about Woodbrook: All my mates are 
here and we have the best craic.

DYLAN LARKIN

Hobbies: Playing games, watching movies, 
reading books. 
Person I admire: Steve from Minecraft. 
Favourite film/TV: Die Hard. 
Favourite Book: Alex Rider 9. 
Pets: 3 cats. 
Morning person/night owl?  
Morning person. 
Like about Woodbrook: The good teachers.

EOIN KELLY

Hobbies: Playing and making games. 
Person I admire: Mark Rober. 
Favourite subject(s): Spanish, Art, Science. 
What I’d like to be when older:  
A game designer or enginer. 
Favourite film/TV: The anime Dr. Stone. 
Favourite Book: Percy Jackson. 
Favourite place in the world: Japan. 
Like about Woodbrook: How there are a lot 
of teachers free to help students in need of 
work assistance/are fully behind you.

FIONN MURNANE

Hobbies: Dancing. 
Person I admire: My mam. 
Favourite subject(s): Spanish, Home Ec. 
Favourite film/TV: Keeping Up with the 
Kardashians. 
Best memory from 1st year: Meeting new 
teachers. 
Interesting fact about you: I love dancing. 
Favourite Book: Holes. 
Like about Woodbrook: The teachers.
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MAJA LUKASZEWICZ

Hobbies: Dancing, art, gaming, cooking, 
listening to music, acting. 
Person I admire: Billie Eilish. 
What I’d like to be when older: 
Primary school teacher or a dancer. 
Favourite Book: Holes. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: That desserts are freezing cold at night. 
Interesting fact about you: I’m creative. 
Like about Woodbrook: Uniform and how 
supportive they are of LGBTQIA+.

MAX ROCHE

Hobbies: Gaming. 
Person I admire: Adam Sadler. 
Favourite subject(s): Woodwork, Home Ec. 
What I’d like to be when older: Doctor. 
Favourite film/TV: House of Cards. 
Favourite Book: Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory. 
Most interesting thing you learned this year: 
About Christopher Columbus. 
Interesting fact about you: I’m a twin. 
Like about Woodbrook: The teachers.

MIA ROCHE

Hobbies: Football. 
Person I admire: Cristiano Ronaldo. 
What I’d like to be when older: Footballer. 
Favourite film/TV: Home Alone. 
Favourite Book: The Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: Christopher Columbus. 
Pets: 2 dogs. 
Like about Woodbrook: The teachers.

NATHANIEL ALOLINO

Hobbies: Playing games, listening to music. 
Person I admire: My parents. 
What I’d like to be when older: Something to 
do with business. 
Favourite film/TV: Attach on Titan/Jurassic World. 
Best memory from 1st year: Halloween 
because of the sweets and movies. 
Most interesting thing you learned this year: 
Learned too many to choose one. 
is “blueberry” in Polish. 
Like about Woodbrook: Friends are here.

TADGH MORIARTY

Hobbies: PlayStation, Football. 
Person I admire: My parents. 
Favourite subject(s): English and PE. 
Favourite Book: Holes. 
Favourite film/TV: Kobra Kai, Grownups 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: New stuff in Maths. 
Morning person/night owl?  
Morning person. 
Like about Woodbrook: It’s far from my 
house.

TIA TROY MAGUIRE

Hobbies: Dancing, colouring, eating. 
Favourite subject(s): Home Ec. and PE. 
What I’d like to be when older: Air Hostess or 
Nail Artist. 
Favourite Book: Harry Potter and Holes. 
Favourite film/TV: Riverdale, Ginny & Georgia. 
Most interesting thing you learned this year: 
How to bake and cook. 
Morning person/night owl? Morning person. 
Like about Woodbrook: It’s good for learning 
new stuff and teachers are nice.

TORI EARLS

Hobbies: Horseriding. 
Person I admire: My mam. 
What I’d like to be when older: Showjumper 
or something to do with horses. 
Favourite Book: My Encyclopaedia of Horses 
and Ponies. 
Favourite film/TV: Walk, Ride, Rodeo/Free Rein 
Interesting fact about you: I love horses. 
Morning person/night owl? Morning person. 
Like about Woodbrook: I like the teachers. W
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RHYS PORTER

Hobbies: Playing PlayStation, going out. 
Favourite subject(s): Woodwork, Learning 
Support. 
What I’d like to be when older: Mechanic. 
Favourite film/TV: Fast and Furious 5. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: Angles. 
Interesting fact about you: I’m a very 
good climber and I’m very small. 
Favourite place in the world: Spain. 
Like about Woodbrook: It’s big.

ORLAITH O’TOOLE

Hobbies: Football. 
Favourite subject(s): History. 
What I’d like to be when older: Chef. 
Favourite film/TV: Home Alone. 
Best memory from 1st year:  
When myself and Ava cooked in Home Ec. 
Favourite Book: The Outsiders. 
Interesting fact about you: I broke my leg. 
Favourite place in the world: Shankill Beach. 
Morning person/night owl? Morning person. 
Like about Woodbrook: My teachers. 

ORVILLE RUAN

Hobbies: Badminton, basketball, pingpong 
and playing games. 
Favourite subject(s): Maths and Graphics. 
What I’d like to be when older: I want to be 
making games or apps or an artist. 
Favourite film/TV: Video games on Youtube. 
Favourite Book: Comic books. 
Best memory from 1st year:  
Playing hand ball in PE. 
Like about Woodbrook: It’s beautiful and all 
teachers are very nice.

SEAN CUMMINS MURPHY

Hobbies: Basketball, Golf. 
Favourite subject(s): Maths. 
What I’d like to be when older: Accountant. 
Favourite film/TV: The Bride of Chucky. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: COVID-19. 
Pets: No. 
Favourite place in the world:  
Aston Upon Sea, UK. 
Morning person/night owl? Morning person. 
Interesting fact about you: Afterschool acvities.

SOPHIE MARTIN

Person I admire: Robert Downey Jr. 
What I’d like to be when older: I don’t 
know, I’ll just go with the flow. 
Favourite Book: The Outsiders. 
Favourite film/TV: All Marvel movies/ 
10 Things I Hate About You, Vampire Diaries. 
Interesting fact about you: I’m good at 
skating and I can wiggle my ears. 
Pets: A dog called Hunter. 
Favourite place in the world: LA. 
Like about Woodbrook: The teachers.
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1st Year Woodwork

ALEC KEALY

Hobbies: Games 
Person I admire: My dad. 
Favourite subject(s):  
Woodwork, Art, History. 
Best memory from 1st year:  
When I got locked in the changing rooms. 
Favourite place in the world:  
New York. 
Like about Woodbrook:  
The people in this school are nice to me.

HAYLEY O’BRIEN

Hobbies: Irish dancing. 
Favourite subject(s): Home Economics. 
What I’d like to be when older: Lawyer. 
Favourite film/TV:  
How To Get Away With Murder. 
Most interesting thing you learned this 
year: How to cook. 
Favourite place in the world: Spain. 
Like about Woodbrook:  
My friends.

LILLIE CALLAGHAN

Person I admire: My parents. 

Favourite subject(s): Home Economics. 

Favourite film/TV: Vampire Diaries. 

Best memory from 1st year:  

First week, getting to know people. 

Most interesting thing you learned this 

year: Spanish.

MAYSA SALAMN

Hobbies: Sleeping. 

Favourite subject(s): Woodwork. 

What I’d like to be when older: Doctor. 

Favourite book: Wonder. 

Most interesting thing you learned this 

year: Spanish. 

Like about Woodbrook:  

The cafeteria.

SZYMON KNAPIK

Hobbies: Gaming. 
Person I admire: Stepdad. 
Favourite subject(s): Woodwork. 
Favourite book: Oliver Twist. 
Best memory from 1st year:  
When I got locked in the changing rooms. 
Favourite place in the world:  
Poland. 
Like about Woodbrook:  
Fun, fun, fun.

SUMMER MURPHY

Favourite subject(s): Woodwoork and 
Home Economics. 
What I’d like to be when older: 
Hairdresser. 
Favourite film/TV: Holes. 
One  interesting fact about you: I’m good 
at Woodwork. 
Like about Woodbrook:  
My friends.
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1st Year Spanish

1st Year Geography 1st Year Graphics

1st Year History

1st Year Science



|  WOODBROOK COLLEGE YEARBOOK 202134

German Foreign 
Language 
Assistant 

This year we were lucky to have a German Foreign Language 
Assistant assigned to Woodbrook College. Pia came to 
Ireland in September and taught in Woodbrook College on 

Mondays and Thursdays. She was a lovely, enthusiastic, bright 
and energetic addition to the German department. 

Pia is also an art teacher, and she had wonderful creative ideas 
to share with us. Pia taught remotely from Germany during 
Lockdown and returned in March until the end of May. We wish 
Pia all the best in her future teaching career, and hope she comes 
back to visit us! 
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German Debating

Every year, the Goethe-Institut invites secondary 
school students to take part in a national debating 
competition and engage with questions about 

current affairs. The German language debating 
competition provides a fantastic opportunity for pupils 
to learn the art of debating and to better their language 
knowledge, especially their speaking skills. 

This year four students from Woodbrook College 
demonstrated their language skills in the competition: 
Evan Skelly, Peter Duffy, Sadhbh Dempsey, and Con 
Richardson. 

The debate took place over Zoom on the 20th 
November 2020. 

The topic of the debate: Sollte es pro Woche einen 
Tag Unterricht am Computer geben? Should there be 
one day of online learning per week?  

The debate was adjudicated by Dr. Caroline Schröter 
of University College Cork and Inge Wagner of the 
Goethe Institut.  

Captained by Peter Duffy, the team spoke brilliantly 
and made excellent arguments against tough 
opponents from Castleknock College. Unfortunately, 
Castleknock won the debate on the night. 

Well done to the debating team, who put in a lot of 
hard work and effort for the debate!  

Woodbrook College held a Mental Health 
Awareness Day in May 2021 as part of our 
Amber Flag application. In order to apply for 

our Amber Flag we had to hold a day where we can 
promote awareness of mental health around the 
school and our Smile Club helped us to do this.  

Finn in TY made a 
Spotify playlist full of 
upbeat songs for us to 
play in classes. Jason, 
Orlaith, Viola, Marcelina 
and Jamie in 1st year 
created a Kahoot for 
mental health.  

Our TYs handed out 
some cool pops to first 
years at break time on 
the day. Smile Club 
members created a video 
to be shown to classes in tutor to show how different 
things can affect our mental health and ways to help 
this. 2nd years were given mindfulness colouring 
bookmarks to enter into a competition and Katie in 
5th year helped with the entries for this. Kyle and 
Caolan from TY brought recipes around to each tutor 
class for healthy energy bars which is our healthy 
recipe of the week. No homework was given on the 
day to allow the pupils to do something nice for 
themselves that evening.   

A poetry competition and a poster competition 
both with the theme of positive mental health were 
organised by Freya, Orlaith and Ava in 1st year. 

Thank you to all Smile Club members and all the 
other helpful pupils for making it a great day!  

Mental Health 
Awareness Day 
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Our junior debaters have been working hard all year. We meet every Friday at lunchtime and discuss motions 
and speeches. While the national junior debates didn’t go ahead this year, we had our own internal debates 
and they also helped the senior team with some research.  

Well done to our fantastic team who ended the year with a great debate (and lots of pizza)! The motion was 
‘Nuclear Power is essential for a clean energy future.’ 
The opposition were the winning team with a 
unanimous vote from our excellent adjudicators David, 
Cody and Vica.  

Congratulations to Leyla, Cillian and team captain 
Niamh. Our proposition put up a very good fight so well 
done also to Aisling, Cole and team captain Ayse!  

The end of junior debating for another year! Well 
done everyone for all of your hard work and 
dedication.  

– MS. TROY

Junior Debating
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Mr Hurley and Mr Martin are pictured with 
competition winners: Abhirami Santhoshkumar, 
3rd Vartry (3rd prize, A Familiar Sight), Freya 

Dempsey, 1st Dodder (1st Prize, Reminiscent) and Evelyn 
Conway Kearney (2nd Prize, Isolate). 

Each of these winning poems are now included in a 
school ebook entitled, “From Where I Live: A Selection 
of Student Poetry”.  

We hope you will enjoy reading it. 

Poetry Competition

 

BY 
FREYA DEMPSEY 

1st Dodder 
 
Hey, it’s been a while, 
Since I’ve seen the people who 

used to make me smile. 
March 13 hit like a bus, 
It did its best to separate us. 
 
While most of us tried to stay in 

contact, 
There is no denying the fact, 
That I think we’ve all moved on, 
And yet I’m still writing this, 

spoken-word type poem. 
 
Though we had our ups and 

downs, 
All our smiles and frowns, 
 
I feel like we’ve drifted, 
Like we’ve nearly shape shifted, 
Into completely different people, 
Ones we wouldn’t recognise. 
 
Need a new pair of eyes, 
Forgotten all our lows and 

highs, 
Those memories are far away 

as the skies, 
But we can still get to the moon, 
We have to have go through 

em’ 
 
Outer space is pretty lonely 

when you’re here on your 
own, 

But if we did it together, 
We could get through 

everything that this past year 
has thrown.

 

BY 
ABHIRAMI SANTHOSHKUMAR 

3rd Vartry 
 
When all time stops, 
Surroundings not seen. 
The rain goes plip plop, 
Raindrops hitting the screen. 
 
The door ajar, creaking and 

opening, 
The room illuminated with little 

light. 
The stranger who continues his 

endless foil, 
Spilling blood on innocent soil. 
 
Thunder booming, not a word 

whispered, 
The stranger’s silhouette is 

seen. 
Beneath the blankets, I peered, 
Wondering where he had been. 
 
Merging with the shadows, 
Wearing black on black. 
Even with poor lighting, 
I knew who he was. 
 
Taking out his sword, 
With a small click. 
Leaping from the bed, I soared. 
A move that was never 

predicted, I kicked. 
 
Metal on metal, 
For as I held his weapon, 
As light as a petal, 
One will die tonight, I reckon. 
 
As I stare into the eyes of the 

fallen angel.

 

BY 
EVELYN CONWAY KEARNEY 

3rd Dodder 
 
 

I will stay at home, 
Do life online, 

Write sad poems 
To pass the time. 

 
Watch the news, 
Hold my breath, 

Listen to professionals 
Speak more of death. 

 
Got new glasses,  

Now I can see, 
These same four walls, 

Just in HD
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Congratulations to  
Orlaith O'Toole  
on winning the  

Biodiversity Photography 
Competition. 

 

M
y picture of a butterfly was taken while 
walking up Killiney hill during 
lockdown. I have always been 
fascinated by butterfly’s and their 

different colours. 
Butterflies are pollinators and are very 

important in the food chain. They are a food 
source for birds, spiders, mice and other 
animals. They also keep dangerous pests away 
from the garden. So, this means the butterfly is 
one of a lot of insects who keeps the 
ecosystem balanced. 

When the butterflies are caterpillars they 
would have also been eaten as food for other 
animals. The butterfly in the picture that I took I 
believe is called the small tortoiseshell butterfly. 
This type of butterfly has recently declined in 
number because of a parasite fly called Sturmia 
Bella due to global warming. 

Even though the butterfly is delicate, it plays 
just as big of a part than the biggest animal in 
the ecosystem.  

Biodiversity 
Photography 
Competition 

GREEN SCHOOLS 
TRAVEL FLAG 2021

Green schools is an environmental management and educational programme for 
primary and secondary schools in Ireland. It encourages young people to engage 
and take part in protecting the environment. The programme is coordinated by An 
Taisce. 

Here in Woodbrook College we take part in Green Schools. The members 
meet every second Monday at lunch time, they also use Microsoft TEAMS to stay 
in touch. The Green Schools Committee are working on the two-year travel flag. It 
is all about travelling sustainably such as walking or cycling to school. 

This year, so far, we conducted a survey whereby the members went around to 
each class asking for responses. Examples of questions were “how do you travel 
to school?” and “how long does it take you to travel to school?” After we 
conducted the survey, we counted up the responses and presented it on graphs. 

During the week of 23rd to 27th of November, the Green School Committee 
participated in ‘Clean Air Week’ whereby we encouraged all students to walk or 
cycle to school to reduce their carbon footprint. Our slogan is “Don’t travel with 
CO2, travel like Green Schools do!” 

Ms. Doyle is passionate about preserving the environment and has run the 
Green Schools Committee in Woodbrook for the past 3 years. She said that: “As a 
Geography teacher, I am passionate about a sustainable future for our children.” 
When being asked if she thinks the Committee is making a difference in 
Woodbrook College, she replied “yes, they are making a difference, the 
committee are very enthusiastic and I am so lucky to be working with such a great 
group of students this year.” 

We are looking forward to many of the upcoming activities for the 2021-2022 
academic year that are centered around sustainable methods of transport to 
school! 

By SERENA ZHENG

A note from Ms. Doyle: 

Well done to the Green School Committee members of 
2020-2021. The leadership skills you developed 
through the two year programme at Woodbrook 
College are incredible. Your many achievements 
include; 
• The whole school LED retrofit project 
• Analysing and evaluating on-going travel surveys 
• Climate Week (November 2020)  
• he highly visible noticeboard in the canteen 
• Participation in courses such as 'Fifty Shades 

Greener' and 'An Taisce Travel Conference of 2021' 
 

We have been officially endorsed  
for the Travel Flag 2021.
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By LAYLA ROSE MURRAY

Creative Schools are a flagship 
initiative of the creative Ireland 
program to enable every student's 

creativity. The creative school's 
initiative program doesn’t just support 
schools but also supports centres. 
They do this work to try and put 
creativity in the hearts of children. 

When asked what her ultimate goal 
was for the programme, Bex Shelford 
stated: “I think my number one goal 
would be that the students at 
Woodbrook really have an opportunity 
to grow creatively.” By seeing this 
response we can tell that everyone 
involved with creative schools 
programme has one goal and that one 
goal is to see us grow creatively. 

Ms. Shiely runs the program in 
Woodbrook College. When asked what 
creative school means to her, she 
responded with: “I would like to 

harness the creativity that is brimming 
amongst students in Woodbrook 
College. 

“The €5,100 can be used in a variety 
of student-led projects to bring further 
awareness to the creativity that exists, 
or push the bounds and extend 
student engagement with creative 
projects”. It is clear from this that Ms 
Shiely is committed to opening our 
eyes to a world of creativity. 

The Creative Schools Initiative is run 
by the Arts Council who selects 
prospective schools to design and run 
their individualised projects over a two-
year period. Woodbrook College has 
been assigned €5,100 to fund the 
project. 

Additionally, we will be assigned a 
Creative Associate (Ms. Bex Shelford). 
She is an artist who will help the school 
in the development and 

Creative Schools at 
Woodbrook College

implementation of its Creative Schools plan to 
perform excerpts from their modern interpretation 
of Romeo and Juliet. 

This proved both an entertaining and 
enlightening experience for the 3rd Year group, 
some of whom were prompted to write their own 
sonnets in response. 

The Creative Schools programme will continue 
into the 2021-2022 academic year and we surely 
are looking forward to the creative and inspiring 
opportunities it will offer us at Woodbrook College.  

or more information on this programme see Ms. 
Shiely or http://www.artscouncil.ie/creative-schools 
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Over the last year, Woodbrook College 
1st Years participated in a Model 
United Nations event called ‘Working 

Towards a Better Future’. We appreciate 
Mr Lee O’Donnell for assisting us in 
making this event happen and we are 
extremely proud of accomplishing these 
goals. 

Within this event, there has been 3 
committees selected which are General 
Assembly One (combatting terrorism and 
nuclear disarmament), General Assembly 
Three (rights of women and rights of media 
and journalism) and our final Co-Operative 
Agreement (reducing carbon emissions 
and effect of tourism on Climate Change). 
We met on Mondays and Wednesdays in 
preparation for our end of year 
conference. 

Weekly meetings have been a struggle 
for us 1st Years as, at first it was quite 
overwhelming learning all the new skills 
and words needed to take part in a MUN 
event. However, the team were extremely 
dedicated and attended all meetings and 
trainings. This resulted in every student 
growing to become role models for fellow 
students in representing Woodbrook 
College. Overall, we had an amazing time 
and did a wonderful amount of work to 
help us in this event. 

Over the course of the year, we met the 
Ambassador of Ethiopia – Roisin Leonard 
and Betty G, we have learnt many things 
about Ethiopia’s point of view along with 
taken notes we can use for the event. 
Within our meeting, we have talked about 
Safeguarding Woman’s rights in Ethiopia 
and how complex the issue of combatting 
terrorism in African nations. 

Furthermore, we also met the 
Ambassador of Belgium - Pierre-Emmanuel 
De Bauw and Julien Thonar. We looked at 
climate change, nuclear disarmament, 
Ireland's seating on the UN security 
Council and safeguarding woman's rights 

Model United Nations Wicklow

through COVID-19 of Belgium’s point of 
view. We took notes we can use for the 
event from Belgium’s point of view. Special 
thanks to them for taking time out of their 
busy diplomatic schedules to speak to us. 

We had 12 students represent 
Woodbrook College at the ‘Working 
Towards a Better Future’ conference and 
each student was assigned to a country of 
their choice. The 4 countries selected to 

be represented by Woodbrook College 
were Belgium, Ethiopia, Hungary, and 
Sweden. 

The students learned a lot and it was 
initially challenging to go and research 
information about a country that you did 
not know much about. Within researching 
about each country, students also had to 
assemble and create an opening speech 
to publicly speak on the day of the 

By JASON TAMAYO, 1ST YEAR

Delegates at their first resolution meeting

Award ceremony for delegates

Delegates after their first meeting
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conference, debate other countries 
around political issues, write resolutions on 
how we can solve the problems assigned 
to each student and finally come to an 
agreement on possible solutions for global 
issues our world is facing. 

There was a lot of success on the day 
for Woodbrook College as every student 
publicly spoke and debated global issues 
with over 120 students from all across the 
country. Additionally, Jesse Smith entered 
a declamation competition contest and 
finished in 2nd place, giving a great 
speech from the Star Wars movies. 

Declamation requires students to select 
a speech that was delivered in public and 
perform a citation of that speech to an 
audience. Another individual achievement 
on the day was 1st Year Alina Demcenco, 
had her resolution on the effect of tourism 
on Climate Change accepted through the 
United Nations. 

On the morning of the event, we had 
assemblies, opening speeches from the 
delegates and speeches from the official 
Ambassadors of each country. We were 
also joined by Minister Simon Harris 
Teachta Dála (TD) the Minister of Further 

and Higher Education. It was very 
honourable seeing him there and taking 
his time out of his day to be here with us. 

After a full long day of Model United 
Nations, we have got a lot of experience 
and we hope to see more participants next 
year. The thing that I was most delighted 
about was that there was a supportive 
director who was always there for support 
and further assistance within the event. 

There has also been many experiences 
gained from this event and we have 
accomplished many goals. I had amazing 
and enthusiastic friends there to support 
each other and it turned out to be a huge 
moment for all of us as we overcame a 
new challenge. 

It was a really fun experience as you 
had to argue against other delegates and 
just in general have a conference about 
rights all over the world. At first I was like it 
was going to be boring but once we 
began to progress and build more 
confidence, I learned so many new skills 
and it helped me have more confidence in 
social life to be able speak in front of so 
many people. 

Model United Nations was also a great 
learning and social opportunity, although a 
lot of work it was thoroughly enjoyable. It 
took a lot of time and energy, but the 
results were amazing. There has also been 
a lot of teamwork in this and everyone had 
been working hard as a team to achieve 
the goal we set out over the year. 

Minister Simon Harris TD

Meeting with Ethiopian Ambassador  
Betty Roisin Leonard.

The Bray Endeavour Awards have been 
presented by Bray Chamber since 1981 to 
honour and recognise a wonderful 

achievement of successes in business and 
community in the town of Bray. This year, despite 
the pandemic, the Chamber of Commerce 
provided the community with a new virtual 
opportunity to celebrate the achievements of the 
community. 

The project that won the ‘Young Achievers’ 
award was ‘Mixed Vs Single Sex PE lessons’. 
The team (Ruby Roche, Abhirami Santhoshkumar, 
and Michelle Dolores) spent around three 
months working hard and gathering information 
to perfect the project to the best standard it 
could be by staying back for two hours every 
Wednesday. They spent a few weeks surveying 
schools asking their opinion on mixed or single 
sex PE lessons and how they would feel about it 
while researching female’s participation levels in 
PE and sport. 

They were presented with this award in 
school at the start of third year and they were 
interviewed about their project. 

The Vice President of the Chamber of 
Commerce, Sarah Finnegan, the Occasion Chief, 
Karl Kelly, and a Support, Darragh, had come to 
our school to display the grant to the victors of 
this a long time PE Expo. They were greatly 
awed by the sheer sum of work and exertion put 
into this project. 

Woodbrook was delighted for Ruby, Abhirami 
and Michelle for winning this competition. It took 
a lot of difficult work and effort to produce the 
best result, and presently they’ve won an 
astounding grant which recognises the sum of 
exertion that they’ve put into this. 

We wish them good fortune in the future! 

BRAY CHAMBER AWARDS 
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Congratulations to Mya Davy and Niamh Carry 
McLeavey on their win at the PEXPO in the Leaving 
Cert PE category with their Physical Activity 

Program. The competition was held virtually this year 
and the project was presented to a panel of judges, 
assessed and judged through Zoom.  

The project was aimed at improving three qualities in 
sports performance relevant to both soccer and Gaelic 
(Niamh and Mya’s sports); agility, recovery and self-
confidence. This was done through a specific 
personalised activity plan designed by the girls with 
guidance from Ms. Synnott. The results of this plan were 
then noted over a six-week period and tests were 
conducted to determine the impact of this activity plan 
on their performance.  

This is a fantastic achievement for the pair and will 
undoubtedly benefit them as they go into 6th year and 
complete their final physical activity program. 

Well done!  

PEXPO 
2021

The BT Young Scientist and Technology Exhibition, 
colloquially known as the Young Scientist Exhibition, is 
an Irish annual school students' science competition 

held in the Royal Dublin Society, Ireland every January 
since it was created in 1965 by Fr. Tom Burke and Dr. Tony 
Scott.  

The competition’s aim is to spark interest in science 
and research in secondary schools. Despite the presence 
of COVID-19, students participated in this reputable 
competition online. Over 1,300 proposals were submitted 
this year from which a judging panel chose 550 projects 
to participate in the final round of the competition.  

This year was the first time Woodbrook College had a 
successful entry into this prestigious competition. The 
project was titled Mixed Gender vs. Single Sex PE 
Lessons, and focused on the gender imbalance in sport. 
The research was completed by three third-year students: 
Michelle Dolores, Ruby Roche, and Abhirami Santhosh 
Kumar. 

There were 4 project divisions and the girls' projects 
were categorized as Social and Behavioral Sciences. 
They used two collections of data from the previous two 
years to see whether the opinions of both teachers and 
students on gender disparities in sports were the same. 
This project was an extension of their PEXPO project last 
year (in which they won the Junior category) but on a 
bigger scale. Research was carried out in 5 other schools 
and were included depending on their genders and 
backgrounds to see how they influenced the overall view. 
To get a different viewpoint, they asked PE teachers 
related questions. They collected data through online 
surveys.  

Despite all the effort the girls put in, they were up 
against tough competition and did not win any awards this 
year but nonetheless have made the school proud. A 
major shout out to Ms.Synnott for helping and guiding the 
girls for the past 2 years. 
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Climate Action Week is a time when people can focus on 
tackling climate change and the inequalities that come 
with it, it is about making a special effort in school to 

raise awareness of climate change and global warming. In 
Woodbrook College it is run by the Green School Committee 
and Ms. Doyle. This year it took place from October 12th to 
October 18th. 

In order to raise awareness, students circulated top tips 
on sustainable travel through display boards and the school 
app. Top tips included sharing information such as walking to 
school instead of driving in a private car, using a refillable 
water bottle rather than using disposable plastics, travelling 
and going on a staycation rather than travelling abroad to 
reduce our carbon footprint on the environment.  

We also invited ECI energy to our school to complete a 
lighting retrofit assessment and survey; members of the 
Green School Committee will present these findings to Mr 
Hurley to try to convince him to switch our school lights to 
LED to lower our carbon footprint.  

Thirdly, all students completed a travel survey, the Green 
School Committee will then sort the data and create graphs 
based on their findings. We asked students how they 
travelled to school (private car, cycle, bus, train, carpool etc) 
and how long it took them to travel to school. These findings 
will hopefully allow us to come up with a travel plan for our 
school to lower our carbon footprint.  

Finally, we watched a free screening of ‘2040’ made 
available by An Taisce (see film review for more information).  

When asked about Climate Action Week and her 
involvement in it, Ms. Doyle said” “Climate Action Week is 
promoted and encouraged by An Taisce. An Taisce also run 
Green Schools and because I am involved in Green Schools 
in Woodbrook College, I was naturally drawn to running this 
Climate Action Week for all the students in Woodbrook 
College. I think it was very successful this year, students from 
different year groups got involved in the different activities 
and really enjoyed themselves. It got the students thinking 
about their future and what changes we need to make today 
to protect their future.’’   

By AOIFE MOHAN and ANNA KRUPINSKA

‘2040’ FILM REVIEW 

During ‘Climate Action Week’ students watched "2040", 
a movie directed by Damon Gameau that talks about 
how we can tackle climate change, social injustice 

and agricultural problems. Damon Gameau is an Australian 
actor, film maker and activist who created this movie to 
show the young generation how climate change and other 
relevant problems affect us and how every little action can 
benefit us all.  

The movie is set in 
2019 and flips from 
present time into what 
our future might look 
like in 2040. This was 
a very interesting 
method to use 
because it is very 
optimistic and 
appealing to young 
viewers. The movie 
stars Damon himself, 
Zoe Tucker-Smith as 
his wife and their          
4-year-old daughter, 
Velvet, it shows her as 
a little girl but also her 
when she is older and 
what her future might 
look like if we try to fix the problems we have created in 
recent times.  

The movies focus is on climate change and social 
injustices and how it affects our world, it touches on many 
problems we face today with climate change such as the 
overuse of fossil fuels and the burning of CO2 and how it 
is over warming our planet, it then shows how we can fix 
this problem, for example start using electrical cars or just 
something as simple as using public transport.  

The movie informs us on many other problems such as 
poverty and lack of education in many countries, too much 
acid in the sea which is killing off marine life and the over 
use of soil.  

The reason why you should watch this movie is 
because it not only talks about our problems on earth but 
it shows us a resolution to them and how one small action 
such as eating less red meat can really benefit the people 
living on earth now but also the future generations of the 
world. 

I would award this film four stars, it is a MUST watch!  

����

WOODBROOK MOUNTAIN CHALLENGE
Some of the beautiful scenery some of our students captured 
during their mountain challenge. Well done to everyone who has 
already participated. What was required: 
Step 1: Choose your mountain to conquer within your 5km radius. 
Depending on where you live you can choose to climb the 
Sugarloaf, Carraigollogan (Leadmines) or Bray Head. 
Step 2: Get outside and get moving! Post your distance pictures 
and any scenery pictures to Teams. Remember to stay within 5km 
from your home, do not meet up with anyone but do involve your 
family/household/pet dogs! 



As you may know, Sports Day in Woodbrook College 
happens every year, but this year is like no other. 
Sports day took place on Thursday the 13th and 

Friday the 14th of May. Students were split up into their 
year groups to compete against each other. In line with 
COVID-19 restrictions, students competed against each 
other at different times over the two days. 

Sports Day is one of the most exciting events of the 
year in Woodbrook College. It helps us keep healthy and 
active, we were relieved to hear it could run this year! 
This type of sports day will lower the risk of people 
contracting COVID-19. 

The sports/games that were played at Woodbrook 
Sports Day 2021 were: 200m Sprint, Wheelie race, Tug-
of-War, Relay Race, Slow bike race, Football/basketball, 
800m sprint, 1500m sprint, High jump, Soft ball, 60m 
sprint, Cross bar challenge, Novelty races, Hang tough, 
Free-throw challenge and Dodgeball. 

Mr. Cullen stated that “… sports day is an important 
event in a school's calendar and I find that the majority of 
students and staff look forward to it. I believe that most 
students and staff enjoy the day as it gives us an 
opportunity to socialise and be physically active as well 
as offering variety to learn in a fun, relaxed and safe 
environment outside of the traditional classroom. 

“Due to these reasons the PE department think it is 

important that it needs to continue in an adapted format 
this year despite the pandemic.”  

Ms. Synnott had a similar outlook on the different day 
“I think if each year group make the most of their triple 
period it will be as enjoyable as any other year. However, 
it might lack the atmosphere as there will be less 
numbers around. As regards to COVID-19 restrictions, 
one-year group will enjoy sports day over a triple period, 
to avoid too many people in one space at one time. 

The events chosen are non-contact sports so students 
can be distanced. All youth training has returned to clubs 
now so we are following their guidelines for the matches 
at the end of the day. No need to fear, sports day is 
here!” 

Ellen King Keane in third year said that “My favourite 
activity out of all was the sack race because it was fun 
doing it with my friends,” but she “would rather be with all 
year groups doing sports day, but this is ok.” I also asked 
her if you could change one thing about Sports day, what 
would it be? She replied, “I would make it longer and add 
more activities.” The one thing she did enjoy about the 
day was that it was student led! 

Sports Day 2021 sure was different but different 
doesn’t always mean bad! From Mr. Cullen, Ms. Synnott 
and Ellen’s responses, it is clear that Sports Day 2021 
was a real hit! Roll on next year… 
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By KYLE COX MOLONEY AND LAYLA BYRNE MURRAY 

Sports Day 
with a 
Twist!
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If you haven’t been living under a 
rock the past 12 months, you’d know 
about a little thing called COVID-19. 
COVID-19 has taken over many 

things, such as...everything! This has 
forced teachers and students out of the 
classroom and into their homes. Forced 
to continue to teach and learn but from 
a distance. 

First of all, we need to ask ourselves 
the question, what is remote learning? 
Remote learning is also called distance 
learning, students and teachers are not 
in a classroom, instead they are 
learning/teaching at home through 
online classes.  

We have been remote learning for 
over a month now, this is done in an 
effort to stop the spread of COVID-19 in 
Ireland since cases increased 
drastically after the Christmas holidays. 

 
ADVANTAGES OF REMOTE 
LEARNING: 

There are a number of advantages of 
remote learning. The most obvious 
advantage of the lockdown is 
controlling the spread of COVID-19 and 
reducing the contacts between people.  

Remote learning allows students to 

work at their own pace and take breaks 
when they need to. Students can wake 
up later than the usual school day 
which means they can get more sleep. 
They also have more free time to spend 
on their hobbies and interests. 

 
DISADVANTAGES OF REMOTE 
LEARNING: 

While some students really enjoy 
remote learning, others are totally 
opposed to it. Some students need to 
be told what to do, they need a 
structured schedule to follow. Learning 
from home can be quite difficult, 
students find it hard to learn and they 
procrastinate even more. 

Some students may not have access 
to computers at home so it can be 
difficult for them to complete 
assignments or attend online classes. 

Remote learning also results in a lack 
of socialising, many people feel alone 
because they miss the opportunity to 
hang out with friends. One particular 
student said, “I find it really hard to 
learn new things, it’s a really hard time.”  

For older teachers, it can be 
challenging for them to use Google 
Classroom or Microsoft Teams as some 

of them are not good with technology. 
Many teachers are saying that they 
miss having conversations with 
students, they feel like they’re not 
communicating enough so they don’t 
know the students’ needs. 

Mr. Bergin said that “I can't wait to be 
back in a classroom with students 
where you can see if they are 
understanding what you are teaching 
them, with the interaction on Teams it is 
very difficult to judge that.” 

Teachers are also saying that they 
miss teaching in a classroom where 
they can see the students’ response 
and enthusiasm. Ms. Doyle went on to 
say that she “misses all the friendly 
faces and is counting down the days to 
our return to the classroom, student 
personality and voice is what makes a 
school and remote teaching is taking 
that away from us.” Although the 
teachers at Woodbrook College are 
looking forward to the return to school, 
we may be a long way of just yet. 

 
WHAT IS OUR SCHOOL DOING? 

Woodbrook College is doing their 
best to help students. For example, 
they have the Feel Good February 
Running/Walking 30km Challenge to 
motivate and encourage as many 
students as possible to take part and 
get active. 

They also provide online classes, 
prerecorded class and post work to 
Microsoft TEAMS for students to 
complete. They survey students on 
their thoughts and feelings about 
specific teaching methodologies and 
run virtual student council meetings – 
student voice really counts here!  

Our school is doing their best, but a 
return to the classroom is much 
welcomed, we miss our friends and 
teachers!

By SERENA QIAO LAN ZHENG AND NATHAN O’REILLY 

School 
Behind  
a Screen
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HISTORY AND HERITAGE TOURS  

T R A N S I T I O N  Y E A R

History and Heritage is a TY module based 
around giving students the chance to explore 
their local area and discover the history that 
has shaped their locality. The module is 
centred around giving students the freedom 
to investigate the history of their local area 
outside the restrictions of the Junior Cycle 
and Leaving Cert courses.  

Although the module was restricted by the 
current climate, the history department 
worked hard to adapt the module to focus on 
how local areas of historical significance 
have shaped the way people experience life 
in the areas surrounding Woodbrook 
College. 

History and Heritage students explored 
areas of their local history such as the impact 
of the Forgotten Famine in Killiney, why the 
Quarry Road was known as 'Death Valley' 
and the impact of World War II on the lives of 
people in Wicklow.  



T R A N S I T I O N  Y E A R
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FAI Coaching Course

GYMNASTICSGlobal 
Citizenship 
Module  

On Friday 6th November, TY 
Kenickie visited the Bray for 
Love Mural at the Harbour 
hoping to find some inspiration. 
Over an 8 week period, they 
learned about Migration and 
Direct Provision in Ireland.  

ACADEMIC MERIT 
ART FOR TY 
Vlad Condrea Piotr Kowalczuk 
BIOLOGY 
Alex Farrell Caolan O’Connor 
CHEMISTRY 
Aoife Kelly Lidia Cojocaru 
CURRENT AFFAIRS 
Sravan Saseendra Adam Cahill 
ENGLISH  
Finn O’Neill Liam Earls 
Jude Moynihan Lucy O’Brien 
FRENCH 
Eduards Oss Serena Zheng 
GEOGRAPHY 
Sean Kelly Ella Maree 
HERITAGE STUDIES 
Ethan Larkin Alex Farrell 
ICT 
Alex Curran Caolan O’Connor 
INTRODUCTION TO ECONOMICS 
Sravan Saseendra Andrew O’Toole 
IRISH 
Robert Healy Alexander Farrell 
Kyle Plunkett Lucy O’Brien 
LIFT 
Adam Cahill Layla Byrne Murray 
 
 

ACADEMIC MERIT 
MATHEMATICS 
Serena Zheng Adam Cahill 
Matthew McCoy Denis Geaney 
Alex Curran Adam Cahill 
MEDIA FOR TY 
Layla Byrne Murray Benson Lin 
MUSICAL 
Matthew McCoy Brandon Healy 
Layla Byrne Murray Adam Cahill 
Denis Geaney Lidia Cojocaru 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Aoife Mohan Robert Healy 
Andrew Murphy Aaron Murphy 
Shane Febrero Adam Cahill 
PHYSICS 
Sravan Saseendra Milly Swan 
ROAD SAFETY 
Serena Zheng Eduards Oss 
SEWING AND UP-CYCLING 
Anna Krupinska Abbie Buckley 
SOLID MODELLING - NK 
Harry Podpora Matthew McCoy 
SPANISH 
Anna Krupinska 
SPORT SCIENCE 
Sravan Saseendra Alex Curran 
YOUNG SOCIAL INNOVATORS 
Serena Zheng Liam Earls

TY DRUMMING TY STATISTICS
Transition year students 
have been working hard 
on statistical projects 
using data they collected 
before Christmas. 
Students collected the 
data from first year PE 
classes, recording and 
analysing the first years 
in various fitness tests. 
They compared the first 
years’ results with 
normative data. 

 – Ms English 
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TY MINI WORLD CUP

T R A N S I T I O N  Y E A R

TY's marked the end of their cultural module 
with a mini world cup. Students created 
posters for their countries and learned some 
chants in the language.  To top it off we had 
a rare window of sunshine. 

Commiserations to Spain and France, it 
was close but Germany were the tournament 
champions but by just one point!!  

Well done to all TYs involved.  
 

RESULTS:  
France v. Spain 0:0 

Ref. Adam Cahill  
 

Germany v. France 0:0 
Ref: Kyle Leahy and Brandon Healy Hennesy 

Germany v. Spain 2:1 
 

(Goals: Liam Earls, Patrick Bongala,  
Jake O'Toole) 

Ref: Brandon Healy Hennessey 
 

"Allez les blues"   
"Vamos España"   

"Auf geht's Deutschland!   

TY UPCYCLING
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T R A N S I T I O N  Y E A R

TY GUEST SPEAKERS

Well done to Jason Tamayo in 1st year for 
winning the Home Economics Valentine’s Day 
themed baking competition.        

– Ms Cluskey 

Home Economics 
Valentine’s Day 

Competition
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GAEILGE POSTERS

LCA WOODWORK
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The Amber Flag is an initiative that 
we started in October 2020 to 
promote positive mental health 

around the school. In order to achieve 
our Amber Flag, we had to complete a 
series of tasks. 

We created our Amber Flag 
noticeboard, formed our Smile Club, 
made a positive video to thank all of 
our fantastic staff, we put amber notes 
of positivity on the desks of the first 
years before their first Christmas exam, 
we organised a walk/run/swim with the 
PE department in March while we were 
all at home, to raise money for Pieta 
House. We held a Mental Health 
Awareness Day and we participated in 
the Darkness Into Light Walk in May for 
Pieta House.  

We fit a lot into this year and we 
hope to hold even more activities next 
year. All of our hard work paid off and 
we were awarded our Amber Flag in 
May 2021!! 

We are delighted to have received it. 
We are so grateful that our school is a 
more positive place and that we can 
speak freely about our mental health. A 
huge thank you to the staff who helped 
out and our unbelievable Smile Club for 
all of their hard work this year. We 
couldn't have asked for a better team. 
We have lots of ideas for next year 
already to retain our flag. 

Well done everyone! 
– MS. TROY and MS. CLUSKEY

The Amber Flag
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WHAT IS ‘GAISCE’? 
GAISCE is a self-developing 

programme for young people between 
the ages of 15-25 and has been in 
existence since 1985. 

The award was started by the former 
President Patrick. J Hillery and it has 
been continued by incoming 
Presidents. 

To date over 300,000 young people 
participated in the Gaisce programme. 
Gaisce’s main aim is to ensure that they 
have a programme that will fit the need 
of every young person that wishes to 
participate in the Gaisce programme 
and to give each participant the best 
possible opportunity to do so.  

Gaisce’s core values include 
empowerment, inclusion and equality, 
respect, and excellence.  

 
THE GAISCE PROGRAMME AT 
WOODBOOK COLLEGE  

Ms. Kilfeather manages and 
supervises the Gaisce programme at 
Woodbrook College. I met with her to 
ask her about her experiences with the 
programme. 

  
WHY DID YOU GET INVOLVED WITH 
THE GAISCE PROGRAMME?  

Here at Woodbrook College part of 
our mission is to ensure 
that students achieve their 
full potential and for 
students to give back to 
society. I believe that TY is 
an opportunity for students 
to work in areas outside of 
the academic curriculum. 

It is a year they should 
challenge themselves and 
test their limits. Gaisce is a 
great way to do this. I want 
to see all participants to 
see that they can achieve 
anything they set their 
minds to.  

HOW WOULD YOU ENCOURAGE 
MORE STUDENTS TO TAKE PART 
WITH THE PROGRAMME?  

I think the best encouragement 
students can receive is from their own 
peers. As this is my first year running 
Gaisce, my hope is that all the current 
participants will keep a log of photos 
and experiences of their journey and 
they will be able to motivate next year's 
TY students to get involved. 

Other than guest speakers; some 
time off class could be a good 
motivator too but the time students put 
into their Gaisce journey should be 
done in their own free time.   

In essence, the Gaisce programme 
allows our students to grow as 
individuals. Time and effort are required 
to meet the criteria of the gold, silver 
and bronze medals. 

Each award has different challenge 
areas. These areas include Community 
Involvement, Personal Skill, Physical 
Recreation, Adventure Journey and 
Residential Project. These challenges 
are used to give its participants unique 
experiences to develop their new skills 
and interests. 

For more information about joining 
this great programme, please see Ms. 
Kilfeather.

A note from 
Ms. Kilfeather 

 
Wow what a year it has been. For 
those who do not know what Gaisce 
(Great Achievement) is, it is also 
known as The President’s Award.      
It challenges the young people of 
Ireland to take on different 
challenges. Gaisce aims to aid 
young people in “realising their full 
potential”. 

Gaisce or The President’s Award 
has always been a challenge but 
with a global pandemic thrown into 
the mix it has really been a 
challenge for our participants this 
year at Woodbrook College.  

We had many obstacles along the 
way including two lockdowns and 
school closures. This meant that the 
group could not finish within the 
original timeframe as planned. 

Luckily, the Gaisce Team were so 
supportive, and our participants may 
continue to work through their 
challenge areas until they finish it.  

The gang have exercised many 
skills throughout their journey; 
consistency, endurance, resilience, 
responsibility and patience to name 
but a few. 

Ms. Kilfeather is so proud of these 
TY students and can’t wait to 
present them with their awards next 
autumn.  

We are so lucky that next year we 
will be able to take on even more 
students to take on the Gaisce 
challenge. If you are a current 3rd 
year thinking of doing Gaisce next 
year check out the Gaisce website 
at www.gaisce.ie

TY student Gabrijel Ivankovic met with Ms. Kilfeather to discuss the GAISCE Awards at 
Woodbrook College. This is the first year of ‘The President’s Award’ at Woodbrook. 
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Student:                                                                  EDUARDS OSS 

Physical Recreation:                                             Skateboarding 

Personal Skill:                                                        Ukulele 

Community Involvement:                                     Litter Picking 

What aspect of your Gaisce challenge have     Trying out more stuff and communicating a lot with other people 
you enjoyed most this year?                                 

What has been the most challenging part?       It was very challenging keeping a record of my weekly activities  
                                                                                and staying motivated throughout the weeks 

How do you think involvement in Gaisce         It is good learning to commit to something, trying out new things and  
help you in the future?                                         developing time management skills. I think it will be a good addition  
                                                                                to my CV. 

What advice would give to any Gaisce              Pick your 3 challenges wisely because you will enjoy them more if it is 
participants starting out next year?                   something you like. And don’t be lazy! 

Below is some feedback from the Gaisce participants:

Student:                                                                  SRAVAN SASEENDRA 

Physical Recreation:                                             Walking/Running/Cycling 

Personal Skill:                                                        Guitar 

Community Involvement:                                     Litter Picking 

What aspect of your Gaisce challenge have     I enjoyed litter picking every Friday with my friends as this is where we  
you enjoyed most this year?                                talked a lot and did something good for our community at the same time.  

What has been the most challenging part?       Staying motivated has been the hardest part because of Covid-19 
                                                                                our options were very limited. 

How do you think involvement in Gaisce         I think being goal orientated is something that Gaisce has helped me with.  
help you in the future?                                         It has helped me with managing my time. It will give me the motivation to  
                                                                                try out new things. Finally, I think it will be great for my CV. 

What advice would give to any Gaisce              I would advise them to choose the activities that fit them best as a person.  
participants starting out next year?                   This will give you motivation to keep going because you are doing 

                                                                                something you love.  

Student:                                                                  SERENA ZHENG 

Physical Recreation:                                             Running 

Personal Skill:                                                        Drawing 

Community Involvement:                                     Green Schools 

What aspect of your Gaisce challenge have     I got involved with Green Schools and felt like I was contributing to 
you enjoyed most this year?                                something  

What has been the most challenging part?       The most challenging part was staying motivated and to keep going while  
                                                                                we were in the middle of a pandemic. 

How do you think involvement in Gaisce         It has taught me how to set a goal and to keep going until it is achieved.  
help you in the future?                                         I think I am not better at time management and commitment.  

What advice would give to any Gaisce              It can be hard to stay motivated but just stick with it. Pick challenges that  
participants starting out next year?                   you think you’ll enjoy. 

Student:                                                                  JUDE MOYNIHAN 

Physical Recreation:                                             Mountain Biking 

Personal Skill:                                                        Guitar 

Community Involvement:                                     Litter Picking 

What aspect of your Gaisce challenge have     The part I enjoyed most was going mountain biking. It is something I have  
you enjoyed most this year?                                always enjoyed and looked forward to doing it every week in a different  
                                                                                location.  

What has been the most challenging part?       The most challenging part was keeping my record card up to date with the  
                                                                                signatures and dates. 

How do you think involvement in Gaisce         Gaisce has taught me that if I have a goal, I should stick to it.  
help you in the future?                                          
What advice would give to any Gaisce              Write down the date and time every time you do your activities.  
participants starting out next year? 
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Student:                                                                  MATTHEW McCOY 

Physical Recreation:                                             Martial Arts 

Personal Skill:                                                        Guitar 

Community Involvement:                                     Coaching younger students in Martial Arts. 

What aspect of your Gaisce challenge have     I enjoyed my community involvement. I would never have put myself 
you enjoyed most this year?                                forward for coaching before and I liked teaching them.  

What has been the most challenging part?       The most challenge part was when I could not do any of my challenges  
                                                                                during lockdown and it slowed down my progress. 

How do you think involvement in Gaisce         I think it will help me with job interviews in the future and it has boosted 
help you in the future?                                         my confidence. 

What advice would give to any Gaisce              My advice would be to pick something you enjoy and are really interested 
participants starting out next year?                   in. Otherwise, it won’t be fun for you! 

Below is some feedback from the Gaisce participants:

Student:                                                                  SAM CASSERLY 

Physical Recreation:                                             Baking 

Personal Skill:                                                        Cycling 

Community Involvement:                                     Helping a neighbour. 

What aspect of your Gaisce challenge have     I enjoyed helping my neighbour. He wasn’t able to leave his house over  
you enjoyed most this year?                                the past year as he is very vulnerable.  

What has been the most challenging part?       The challenging part was doing Gaisce and school at the same time 
                                                                                and sticking to my commitments.  

How do you think involvement in Gaisce         It will help me in the future as it has given me very valuable skills. 
help you in the future?                                          
What advice would give to any Gaisce              Give your 100% best in all challenge areas and it will be good in the 
participants starting out next year?                   long run. 

Student:                                                                  AOIFE DOLAN 

Physical Recreation:                                             Inline Skating 

Personal Skill:                                                        Guitar 

Community Involvement:                                     Litter Picking 

What aspect of your Gaisce challenge have     Playing tuitar – I learned to play a few new songs. 
you enjoyed most this year?                                 

What has been the most challenging part?       Sticking with all 3 tasks during lockdown and sometimes I wasn’t  
                                                                                motivated to keep a record of what I had done. 

What advice would give to any Gaisce              If you keep track of what you have done it helps to keep you motivated as 
participants starting out next year?                   you see your progression and how long you have been doing the  

                                                                                activity for. 

INTERNATIONAL 
FOOTBALLER 

Massive congratulations to 
Eve O'Brien who was 
presented with her jersey and 
international football cap for 
representing the Irish Girls' 
U15 schools team against 
England in February 2020. We 
hope this is the first of many 
international caps in a long 
successful football career for 
Eve. Your school is very proud 
of your achievement! 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS



2ND YEAR SCIENCE
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ECOLOGY STUDY 
2nd year students spent some time exploring our 
woodland walk for their Ecology study. They learnt how 
to search for and identify different plants and insects. 

2ND YEAR WOOD TECHNOLOGY

3RD YEAR SCIENCE

3rd year History creating Soviet pieces of propaganda while 
studying life in a communist state.            – Mr O’Donnell 

3RD YEAR WOOD TECHNOLOGY



|  WOODBROOK COLLEGE YEARBOOK 202156

 It was a very different year for our senior debaters this 
year. While the Concern debates were going ahead, it 
was not the same experience. 

Our team this year consisted of Adam Bushe, Peter 
Duffy, James McGrane Ero and Sadhbh Dempsey. 
While the team are usually preparing to go to the 
middle of Wicklow to engage in heated debates, this 
year they had to be recorded saying their speeches 
and the speeches sent off to Concern.  

nfortunately, we were only able to participate in two 
debates because we weren’t back in school in January.  

Even though it was a different way of debating, the 
team learned a lot from the new motions and 
researched for the motion, ‘This time, after the death of 
George Floyd, 'things' will be different.’ against Ardscoil 
Mhuire and ‘To tackle income inequality, billionaires 
should not exist.’ against Drumshanbo Vocational 
School. 

We involved our junior debaters in the research as 
well and it was a definite learning curve. The team did a 
brilliant job and hopefully we can get back to normal 
next year.  

SENIOR DEBATING

STAND UP WEEK

DUNDALK FC 

Congratulations to Enda Douglas on being promoted to 
the Dundalk first team squad for the Airtricity League 

games v Finn Harps, Waterford and Longford.  
A very promising future awaits. 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

ENDA DOUGLAS  (6TH YEAR)

Fionn is a freestyle dancer who is extremely dedicated to 
his sport. He dances for DMC and his teachers are 
Denise Murray and Shane Glennon. 

He is currently the U14 boy freestyle champion and U14 
boy slow champion. Fionn and his family travel for an hour 
and a half straight from school to get to training during the 
week.  

At the end of year awards in dancing in December he 
won ‘Dancer of the Year’ and he also won most dedicated 
dancer the year before. His family and our school are all 
extremely proud of him. 

FIONN MURNANE (1ST YEAR)
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First year football has taken 
place every week since the 
start of the school year and in 

my opinion we are off to a great 
start. Football training takes place 
on the football field at the back of 
the school every Tuesday at 
15:45pm. 

At the start of the year we 
were working on passing drills 
that helped us take our first touch 
with our back foot so we can 
open up the play to our wingers. 
We have progressed since then 
and are now working on pressing 
and shooting drills. 

We still need to improve our 
fitness but we are getting better 
week by week. 

Although we are still getting to 
know each other football training 
has helped us improve our 
chemistry and friendship in the 
year group! 

Our plan moving forward is to 
work hard, build our team 
chemistry and win the league if it 
goes ahead.

By JAMIE McGRANE

We would like to thank Windsor Motors Bray 
for supporting Woodbrook Basketball with new  

home and away kits for the 2021/22 season. 

TEXACO ART 
COMPETITION

Huge 
congratulations 
to CHRIS LIN in 
2nd year for his 
amazing work 
of art for the 
Texaco Art 
Competition.



ACADEMIC MERIT

ART 
1st Year Viola Formaro Hannah Cordner 

Freya Dempsey Clara Smyth Noonan 
2nd Year Lily O’Keeffe Ruby Dodd 

Chris Lin Vica Catan 
3rd Year Abigail Byrne Dominik Bessler 
5th Year May Brady Abbie Fitzpatrick 

BIOLOGY 
5th Year James McGrane Ella Maree 

Sadhbh Dempsey Dean Knowles

BUSINESS 
1st Year David Triboi Viola Formaro 

Jessie Smith Aline Demcenco 
2nd Year Aisling Tapley Chris Biju Nadackal 
3rd Year Niamh Tapley Abhirami Santhoshkumar 
5th Year Ella Maree Ciara Ennis

CHEMISTRY 
5th Year Sophie Kennedy Matthew O’Neill

ECONOMICS 
5th Year Niamh Carry McLeavey Sean Gorman

ENGLISH 
1st Year Freya Dempsey Kajus Arlauskas 

Kayleigh Aranas Tristan Gaughan Hind 
Chris Brian Gregaldeo David Triboi 

2nd Year Malachy Blunden Cameron Sinnott 
Wen Xiang Lin Darragh King Keane 
Leyla Kelleci Lily O’Keefe 

3rd Year Evelyn Conway Jamie Seong 
Niamh Tapley David Nervez 
Liam Messit Taine Vella Whelan 

5th Year Fiona Nervez James McGrane 
Daragh Moriarty Mark Buckley 
Caeden Carroll Molloy Maja Knapik

FRENCH 
1st Year Freya Dempsey Orville Ruan 
3rd Year Cillian McCormack Michelle Dolores  
5th Year Adriana Demcenco Fiona Nervez

ACADEMIC MERIT

AWARD WINNERS 2021

HISTORY 
1st Year Dylan Larkin Orlaith O’Toole 

Jesse Smith Rian Dease 
Freya Dempsey Oliver Baluszek 

2nd Year Malachy Blunden Jack Warner 
Wen Xiang Lin Vica Catan 
Adam Abila Aisling Tapley 

3rd Year David Nervez Jason Stapleton 
Robert Munro Chloe Hilliard 

5th Year Sophie Kenedy Cillian Hall 
Dylan Kavangh Caeden Carroll Molloy

HOME ECONOMICS 
1st Year Freya Dempsey Lily May O’Brien 

Jason Tamayo Lee Cousins 
2nd Year Aisling Tapley Marcos Hidalgo 

Adam Abila Cameron Sinnott 
3rd Year Niamh Tapley Michelle Dolores 

Saskia Capello Callum Smith Kinsella 
5th Year Fiona Nervez Alannah Murphy

IRISH 
1st Year Mia Roche Maja Lukaszewicz 

Lily May O’Brien Jamie Condren 
Freya Dempsey Jason Tamayo 

2nd Year Isabel Law Conor Martin 
Adam Abila Malachy Blunden 
John Gray Aisling Tapley 

3rd Year David Nervez Cole Bateson 
Dominik Bessler Amber O’Sullivan 
Callum Smith Niamh Tapley 

5th Year Daragh Moriarty Jamie Kelly 
Fiona Nervez Corey Carson 
James McGrane Ero Niamh Carry McLeavey

LCVP 
5th Year Jakub Kliszcz Cian Kelly 

Mya Kate Davy Alannah-Dunphy Finn

LCPE 
5th Year Niamh Carry McLeavey Evan O’Donnell

MATHS 
1st Year Viola Formaro Lee Mahon 

Benjamin Bessler Kayleigh Aranas 
Eoin Kelly Dylan Larkin 

2nd Year Wen Xiang Lin Vica Catan 
Jake Leonard Jack Warnewr 
Aisling Tapley Adam Abila 

3rd Year Evelyn Conway Lela Lacap 
Niamh Tapley Abhirami Santhoshkumar 
Harigovind Vinodkumar Dominik Bessler 

5th Year Ella Maree Toni Marie Ceno 
Mathew O’Neill Mya Kate Davy 
Sophie Kennedy Jack Barsoum

ACADEMIC MERIT
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BUSINESS 
5th Year Peter Duffy Jack Jin

CONSTRUCTION 
5th Year Jack Barsoum Ben Kinlan

DCG 
5th Year Sean gorman James McGrane Ero

GEOGRAPHY 
1st Year Jesse Smith Orville Ruan 

Alina Demcenco Viola Formaro 
Yunjie John Yang Maya Lukaszewicz 

2nd Year Jake Leonard Jack Darcy 
Wen Xiang Lin Hannah Nahlik 
Aisling Tapley Hannah Cruise 

3rd Year Ryan Walsh Harigovind Vinodkumar 
Saskia Cepillo Niamh Tapley 
Jamie Seong Evelyn Conway 

5th Year Tadgh MacManus Donoghue Jakub Kliscz

GERMAN 
2nd Year Aisling Tapley Leyla Kelleci 
3rd Year David Nervez Chloe Hilliard 
5th Year Hana Swan Charley Robinson

ACCOUNTING 
5th Year Adriana Demcenco Con Richardson

GRAPHICS 
1st Year Orville Ruan Jesse Smith 
2nd Year Sean Popovici Malachy Blunden 
3rd Year Abhirami Santhoshkumar Cillian McCormack

AWARD WINNERS 2021



1st/2nd/3rd/5th
ACADEMIC MERIT

SCIENCE 
1st Year Alina Demcenco Freya Dempsey 

Trinity Cahill Kyla Browne 
Jesse Smith Orlaith O’Toole 
Lily May O’Brien Fionn Murnane 

2nd Year Malachy Blunden Jack Darcy 
Sean McGovern Ava Rose Byrne 
Jale Leonard Hannah Nahlik 
Aisling Tapley Cameron Sinnott 

3rd Year Saskia Capello Reece Gray 
Abigail Byrne Mia Hanney 
Niamh Tapley Ella Redmond 
Michelle Dolores Robert Munro

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
1st Year Orville Ruan Kian Cahill 

Yunjie John Yang Lily May O’Brien 
Jamie McGrane Lee Cousins 

2nd Year Niall Megna Megan Stone 
Chris Lin Sean McLoughlin 
Malachy Blunden Jack Warner  

3rd Year Alexander Klusczc Eve O’Brien 
Stephen Maree Liam Messit 
Adam O’Toole Saskia Cepillo 

5th Year Cian O’Donnell Ella Maree 
Niamh Carry McLeavey Con Richardson 
Dylan Kavanagh Lorcan Pamukcu

PHYSICS  
5th Year Sadhbh Dempsey Sean Gorman
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
1st Year Lily May O’Brien Rian Dease 

Eoin Kelly Orlaith O’Toole 
Viola Formaro Trinity Cahill 

2nd Year Wen Xiang Lin Josh Gray 
Aisling Tapley Chris Biju  
Malachy Blunden Sean Popovici 

3rd Year Liam Messit Dylan Bates 
Evelyn Conway Eve O’Brien 
Abhirami Santhoshkumar David Nervez 

5th Year Sophie Kennedy Mark Buckley 
Fiona Nervez Lorcan Pamukcu 
Adriana Demcenco Toni Marie Ceno

BEST PERFORMANCE MERIT

SPANISH 
1st Year Alina Demcenco Jake McCoy 

Viola Formaro Trinity Cahill 
2nd Year Darragh Keane King James Wang 

Marcos Hidalgo Curley Hannah Cruise 
3rd Year Niamh Tapley Calum Smith Kinsella 
5th Year Petru Svet

STUDENT OF THE YEAR AWARDS 

1st Year Freya Dempsey 
2nd Year Adam Abila 
3rd Year Niamh Tapley 
5th Year James McGrane

SPIRIT OF THE YEAR AWARDS
1st Year Lily May O’Brien 
2nd Year Aisling Tapley 
3rd Year David Nervez 
5th Year Niamh Carry McLeavey

WOOD TECHNOLOGY 
1st Year Ciara Smyth Noonan Jamie McGrane 

Lily May O’Brien David Triboi 
2nd Year Aleksander Machynia Darragh King Keane 

Hannah Nahlik Conor Martin Cousins  
3rd Year Cillian McCormack Taine Vella Whelan 

Cara McDermott Hawking Eve O’Brien

1ST/2ND/3RD/5TH
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Welcome to Woodbrook College, Mr. 
Hurley. Can you tell us a bit about 
yourself? 
Well, My name is Henry Hurley. I am the 
new principal of Woodbrook College, Bray. 
I am from Avoca, Co.  Wicklow. I am the 
father of 6 children and am a proud 
grandfather to 3 young boys. Before 
teaching my life was mostly spent in 
business and playing sports. The three 
sports I enjoy the most are; gaelic, hurley 
and rugby. 
 

Why did you decide to become a 
Principal? 
I decided to become a Principal because I 
felt that I could be a positive influence in   
students' lives. I am passionate about 
education and the experience that 
students' have. I love sport and believe it 
plays a big part in a schools’ life. I am so 
happy when students get involved in sports 
and extracurricular activities and I will 
attend as many events as I can because I 
know extracurricular activities are part of 
the school's culture. 
 

It sounds like you are quite passionate 
about the job! What kind of changes 
have you made to Woodbrook College 
Are you satisfied with how COVID-19 is 
being handled in the school? 
     I have made a few changes to the school 
such as introducing tutors to every class. 
The school also now operates on a 
computer system that allows staff to 
publish work to students online. We have 
also decided not to differentiate uniforms, 
allowing girls and boys to wear trousers 
and earrings. 

INTERVIEW WITH...

MR HENRY HURLEY

Being a new principal throughout this 
‘new normal’ must be very difficult. 
What was your initial reaction when 
lockdown was first announced? 
To make it my priority to give every student 
as close to the same experience as possible 
in education and for our staff and student 
body to do the best they possibly could do. 
 

Explain to us the difficulties being a 
principal at home during lockdown 
brought. 
It was quite difficult, yes most definitely. I 
felt disconnected from our physical school. 
Even though the experience was hard for 
everyone I must congratulate the students 
and staff for being so cooperative and hard 
working. 
 

Are you satisfied with how COVID-19 is 
being handled in the school? 
Yes I am very happy with the efforts of the 
students and staff, such as making sure to 
wear a mask and sanitise hands where 
necessary. 

Moving away from the COVID-19 
situation and focusing on our great 
school. Can you tell us what your 
favourite things about Woodbrook 
College are?  
I love the friendliness and banter and how 
the students always want to get involved in 
helping each other. I am very thankful for 
the teachers and staff in the school as they 
put so much effort in to what they do. 
 
Do you believe Woodbrook College is 
cooperating well with the local 
community? 
I think that Woodbrook does a very good 
job at helping and cooperating in the local 
community, but there is always room to 
improve. I believe that the little things 
make the biggest differences such as 
recycling and litter picking. Our green 
community has done an excellent job at 
thinking of new ideas to help our local  
area be more environmentally friendly. 
 

I think we are all confident in saying 
that we have a great Principal at 
Woodbrook College. We know you 
have great things in mind for us, can 
you fill us in on any future plans for 
Woodbrook College? 
Yes, I certainly do have future plans for 
Woodbrook. I want the students to be 
proud of attending this school and proud 
of always trying to be their best selves.  
We will be looking to grow the school both 
physically with better facilities and 
mentally through establishing a more       
“can do” attitude. 

Exciting times ahead. 

Transition Year students (Anna Krupinska, Lidia Cojocaru and Aoife Mohan)  at Woodbrook 
College met with their new Principal, Mr. Henry Hurley to welcome him to the school and 
local community. As they welcomed him to the school, they discussed his vision for 
Woodbrook College, not forgetting the challenges he faces as he leads us through the 
‘COVID-19’ pandemic. 






